Bonsai Society of Queensland
Newsletter August 2026

President’s Message

Our annual exhibition is on in September. Remember it is the 2" Sunday, the 13" of September, not our
meeting weekend.

This year we would like to take up the challenge of having every member display at least one bonsai. If you
are unsure if your bonsai are suitable for display, bring them along to the workshop day this month and we
can give you advice. It is important to have a range of bonsai on display. This will also allow for an extensive
display of which we can be proud.

The other important aspect of the exhibition is the associated sales area. This is open to all members to sell
bonsai items. It is a great way to make more space at home for better bonsai stuff. You can sell a single item
if you wish or a whole bunch. There is a 10% sales commission for those displaying a bonsai in the exhibition,
20% if not. This is our most significant fund raiser for the year. Your assistance in selling items is much
appreciated.

Program for the Exhibition Weekend:

e Saturday Setup - Setup will commence at 9am, with bonsai and sales items being checked in before
midday. All setup to be complete by 2pm. This timing worked well last year, so please follow these
times.

e Saturday Social - At 3pm we will have the opportunity for members to have some drinks and nibbles
while enjoying our exhibition (without the public). A great time to relax and enjoy the event before
the busy Sunday. If anyone is interested, we could continue on for dinner and drinks at the Camp Hill
Hotel. | know | will be keen to keep the fun going for a while, please let us know if you are inter-
ested.

e Sunday Exhibition — The exhibition will open at 9am and close at 3pm. Some volunteers will be
needed to get final touches done before the exhibition starts. Last year the pack up happened quite
quickly thanks to the large number of helpers, we are hoping for the same this year.

Our meeting this month will be a workshop day from 11am with a focus on preparing bonsai for display at
our exhibition. We will also discuss the procedures for the exhibition. The beginner’s program will start at
11am and will focus on keeping bonsai healthy.

WEe’'ll have copies of the display and sales agreements for you to take home and fill out. We can assist you
with how to complete the agreements.

Remember, if you're selling bonsai items, you’ll need to tag each item with your initials and the price. No
sticky tags on these because we have to remove the tags to reconcile them with your list of sales items.
That’s so you can get paid.

If you have multiples of the same item you can use a sticky tag with your initials and price on each item.
You’ll have the number of the multiples on your sales agreement list, for example ‘20 small fisherman
figurines at $5.00 each’.

Last month we had a great weekend with David Nassar running workshops and giving an awesome
demonstration. The ideas shared on how to style bonsai were excellent, and his demonstration showed how
to refine a bonsai. He showed that it was best to focus on the basic structure of the tree and allowing each
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branch to have its own space.
David was also very approachable and very knowledgeable. David's easy-going nature made for a great
weekend with no stress and great bonsai, an excellent combination. See the photo essay later in this

newsletter.

Remember this month to bring your coffee mug or you can use the ones we have available as long as you
wash it after use. There are no more disposable cups for use.

Looking forward to seeing you this month.

Activities For This Month - Tony D

August 2026.

Our annual exhibition is next month. Time to put those finishing touches to any bonsai that you’re intending
to show. Also, time to choose any bonsai or bonsai things that you want to sell in the sales area of the
exhibition. That’s plenty to do.

| won’t be entering a bonsai this year ... my role will be exhibition set-up, sales area management and
bringing some bonsai from the Bonsai House to the sales area (see the featured bonsai in this newsletter).
There’s only so much energy, time and organisational skills in me. So, | ask you to make the effort to enter at
least one bonsai in the exhibition. The effort of preparing the bonsai and assembling your display is a
valuable part of being a bonsai artist. The experience gained will hold you in good stead.

New to the BSQ exhibition?
A few hints for those new to exhibitions.

Other than the style of the stand you choose, consider the height at which your bonsai will be on the display
table. Too low or too high? The ideal viewing point is to see the bonsai at eye level or a bit below. If you sit
your bonsai on the display table without a stand, the bonsai may be too low.

You may have to improvise to get the ideal height. Not everyone has a selection of traditional stands. So,
maybe a black or brown box topped with a piece of stained wood will do the trick. Remember that good
taste doesn’t necessarily come with great expense. There’s a rule that the stand, pot etc. should not
overpower the bonsai.

As for companion plants or items (including stones), the world is your oyster. You should recall Lindsay B's
talk on exhibition presentation — choose a theme, but don’t double up on the items. Each element of the
display (bonsai, stand, companion plant/item, scroll) should add a distinct feature/element to the theme —
no doubling up.
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Which brings me to theme.

Consider whether your bonsai, stand,
companion plant/item and/or scroll
communicate a particular theme, for example
spring in Brisbane, outback Queensland etc.

It could be a colour theme or a feeling.

| That’s where the artistry enters the exercise.

If showing bonsai and/or selling bonsai and/or things is not what
you do, then prepare for prime potting and repotting time in

September.

That means identifying which bonsai need repotting or pre-
bonsai that need to be potted into bonsai pots.

You'll need potting medium, plastic gauze and wire or natural

string (to tie the root ball into the pot). But, you already know
this. It’s more a reminder to club members who are new to
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Ginko in a Toowoomba park.

A bonsai friend gave me a printed copy of an article on the Japanese White
Pine in the National Arboretum in Washington that reputedly survived the
atomic bomb blast in Hiroshima. It started its life (I assume as a bonsai) in
1625 and was donated to the arboretum in 1976. It has a simple style —
formal upright.

The bonsai is cared for by a curator at the arboretum. The care involves
watering, rotating the bonsai (to catch the sun) and inspecting it for insects
daily. Hmmm, food for thought — bonsai is a commitment and it’s a ‘doing
thing’.

This week I've been speaking with a lot of people ‘in bonsai’. In several
conversations it occurred to me that maybe people haven’t connected a few
facts.

The fact is that if you have a bonsai, you are dealing with a living organism.
You are styling it while maintaining its life in an artificial environment — a pot on a bench. You cannot ignore
it or forget about it and not provide water, sun, nutrients and care for it. It will stop being a bonsai.

It’s a matter of prioritising the practice of bonsai in your life. It doesn’t have to take up too much time, but
your practice must be consistent. There’s an alternative — sell or give away the bonsai at the BSQ exhibition
or one of the many market days available throughout the year run by our sister clubs. There’s a market day
coming up — see the flyer in this newsletter.
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July Club Meeting - Editor

A photo essay of the July club meeting with David Nassar.

David working on one of the school’s tree.
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The workshop

Before and after.

i Before and after.
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Great suggestions on styling.

Before. After.
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Some of the display bonsai — a couple of them were critiqued by David.
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And there was time to do a little private work.

A Profile — Editor

1. Koji Hiramatsu, how long have you been practising bonsai?

Born December 23, 1967. In 1990, at the age of 23, | entered the way of bonsai.

2. What got you interested in bonsai?

I am a fourth-generation bonsai artist. In my years as an apprentice, my father and mentor rarely taught
technique through words. When | sought guidance, the reply was always the same: "Think for yourself."
Through the steady practice of observing, reflecting, and settling on my own (style), | gradually came to
understand — bonsai is not a path that leads to a final destination.

3. What was your first bonsai?

Too long ago. We have a lot of pines in Japan, especially in the bonsai nurseries.

4. What style(s) or species of bonsai do you like most?

| specialize in conifer and shohin bonsai.

5. Any other comments on anything related to bonsai?

Think for yourself. When | teach | don’t pass on answers, but ways of thinking.

6. What do you like about being a bonsai master?

I like wiring. | travel extensively. And | have a training programme in Takamatsu City, Kagawa Prefecture. We

use pine and cypress species characteristic of Takamatsu bonsai (such as black pine, true oak, five-needle
pine, etc.) as materials. We provide basic bonsai care and flexible training tailored to the trainees' skill levels.
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Training can be for a few days or up to three months. We have onsite accommodation. Consider yourself

invited.

[Source: Sensei — BONSAI JOURNEY altered to the first person.]

Beginner’s Course

The course content will be:

Month Module
February Bonsai styles, structure and tree | Done
selection.
April Wiring and shaping. Done
June Pruning, pots and repotting. Done
August Keeping your bonsai healthy.
October Bonsai maintenance and
development.

These sessions will be held from 11am to 1pm on the meeting day for that month. On the alternate months
from 11am to 1pm will be a beginner’s workshop supported by tutors. Interested? you can join in anytime.

This builds on the great work of Phil, Tony W and James over the past couple of years, and we thank them
very much for the work done to get this started. It is exciting to develop this further from the excellent

beginning.
Meetings
Morning Session Meeting
Date 11.00am — 1.00pm 1.30pm —2.30pm 2.45pm —4.30pm
August 15t Beginner’s Class:
keeping your bonsai | Workshop: Exhibition Preparation.
healthy.
September 12t .
and 13t Exhibition weekend
September 19t Workshop Open Day
October 17 Beginner’s Class:
bonsai maintenance Local VTP Demonstration - TBA
and development.

Committee meeting — August 15 — 10.00 am.

Note: program is subject to change and times for sessions are indicative, variations will be advised prior.
Please have a look at our club website for updates on monthly meetings.
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Meeting Routines: We want everyone to feel welcomed. We hope that it will assist by detailing some
aspects of the meeting routine.

In our meetings we break for afternoon tea. The club provides tea, coffee, milk, sugar and disposable cups.
We want to phase out the use of disposable cups, so we ask that members bring their own reusable cups, or
use one of the club’s mugs/cups. If you use a club cup, please wash and dry it after use.

As for the food for afternoon tea, we ask that members bring something to share - for example a packet of
biscuits. Probably, nothing that requires cutting up or heating, unless you really want to do that or you love

sharing your baking. Clearly, not every member and not every month.

On special club meetings, we provide a sausage sizzle, which is announced in the newsletter of the month
before. We usually have afternoon tea as well.

In anticipation of your help, thank you.

Please let us know if there are other things that need clarification in respect of club meetings, events,
memberships, etc.

We should welcome new members and visitors and offer to assist them as much as we can.

Directions to the monthly meeting, exhibition and Bonsai
Horizons

Whites Hill State College Hall — 138 Burn Street, Camp Hill, 4152

Please enter the school grounds via the Burn Street gate nearest to Samuel Street.
There is parking inside the school grounds as shown. There is also plenty of on
street parking and the pedestrian gate in front of the hall will be open.

Other clubs

Please check each club’s website or contact them for events that are in addition to club meetings.

Which club? What Dates and Location

Bimer Bonsai Club Meetings. First Saturday of the month,
Wavell Heights Community Hall except January.
events@bimerbonsai.org.au or 1-4 pm.

Page 12


mailto:events@bimerbonsai.org.au

Bonsai Society of Queensland

www.bimerbonsai.org.au Wavell Heights Community
Hall, 76 Cressey St, Brisbane
Queensland 4012.

Gold Coast Tweed Bonsai Club Meetings. Second Saturday of each

GoldCoastBonsaiClub@gmail.com month, except January.
10am-4pm.

Carrara Community Centre,
Neilsens Rd., Gold Coast,
4211 (M1 Exit 73).

Redlands Bonsai Meetings. Fourth Saturday of each
redlandsbonsai@gmail.com month, except December.
http://redlandsbonsai.org or 10:30am-4pm.
www.facebook.com/RedlandsBonsaiSociety Wellington Point Recreation

Hall, 347-371 Birkdale Rd,
Wellington Point, 4160.

Sunshine Coast Bonsai Society Meetings. Second Saturday of each
scbsbonsai@gmail.com month, except December.
www.sunshinecoastbonsaisociety.org.au Buderim Uniting Church Hall,

Cnr Gloucester Road and

King Street — Buderim.

Sunshine Coast Bonsai Society show: 24 and 25 October 2026
Friday 17 October - Pre-entry. Friday 24 October - trees delivered to Hall (1.00 to 5.00pm) Buderim War,
Memorial Hall.
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For Sale

Bonsai Society of Queensland

SUNDAY 23RD AUGUST
SALE FROM 10AM T0 12:30PM

Trade Tables

Buyers of all things bonsai should not
miss this opportunity to purchase
some qua|ity bonsai, pots, tools, wire,
books, bonsai stands, potting media,
Akadama and all accessories.

§ Bonsai Trees

High quality bonsai trees offered
for sale at realistic prices.

Plus bonsai in training and bonsai
tube stock.

Q Bonsai Accessories

Everything for the bonsai enthusiast,
as well as quality items from Bimer's
Trade Table, with vendors from all
parts of SE Queensland.

EVERYONE WELCOME FEEL FREE T0 BROWSE
NO ADMISSION FEE

ON SITE PARKING
UNDERGOVER AIR-CONDITIONED CLUB HOUSE
EFTPOS AVAILABLE AT MOST TRADE TABLES

We also have seven sales tables remaining for the event. If any members are interested in booking a table
to sell plants, pots, tools, or bonsai accessories, please reply by email gg.wilkinson@gmail.com and we’ll
send the booking details to you directly. (Bimer club.)

Our bonsai friend, Bradley Barlow is selling his collection.

Lay-by, cash or card. But, strictly by appointment: 0417 796 400 or Bradjen@powerup.com.au.

30 years’ worth, over 1,000 items, including bonsai pots, doban (clay tablets), suiseki trays, stands, tables,
companion stones and accessories.

[Doban can be a pottery item with holes for a string to be threaded through. It may have been worn as a
charm. Or it can be a copper tray. Ed.]
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Giveaway opportunity

A club member, Phil has something to giveaway, well almost. You can set an
air layer or two on a lovely Revolution Gold — 30 cm branches. Not possible
you say. Well, visit the Mt Coot-tha Bonsai House and we’ll show you a
bonsai air layered from the very same tree.

Phil successfully air layered a branch. I'd say that he’d assist with the
technical aspects of the process —timing and technique.

It won't be super-fast, but fast enough to produce a mature bonsaiin a
relatively short time.

For details, contact the secretary (email on the last page of the newsletter).
We'll put you in touch.

Feature bonsai —for sale

NL7 Ficus sp. $200 mail@bonsaisocietygld.asn.au
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Marie Hewartson Bonsai
Pottery

Newsletter August 2026

Facebook

Quality handmade pots of all
forms and sizes.

Email: Mariehewartson@gmail.com

Facebook Link:
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=10008

BSQ members page for us to share our bonsai
experiences.
https://www.facebook.com/groups/52482539151

8170/ ?ref=share

4353229151

Brisbane International Bonsai
School

The public group dedicated to Kusamono and
Shitakusa (companion plants).
https://www.facebook.com/groups/11168020219
96594 /?ref=share

Tony Bebb is one of Australia's most experienced
and respected bonsai artist and teacher. He has
almost 40 years working as a bonsai professional
and has been teaching locally since 1990,
nationally since 1997 and internationally since

Check out Tony’s
bonsai tours and the
school on his
Facebook page.

Message or call Tony
on 0438452105.

Bonsai Stands and Stones

Committee
President Glenn 0409 894 227
Vice-President Brad
Secretary Cassandra
Treasurer Alex
Newsletter Editor Tony D
Librarian Debra
Alain
Contact
The Bonsai Society of Queensland Inc.
PO Box 246,
Carina 4152

Follow us on Facebook.
Website: www.bonsaisocietyqld.asn.au
E-mail: mail@bonsaisocietyqld.asn.au

Want to advertise?

Lindsay Bebb has on-line shop with a wide range
of stands and stones. The stands are made by
Lindsay with prices to suit all budgets.

www.bonsai-stands-and-stones.com

Swap things and services

Got too many bonsai things? Advertise them on a
swap basis. What bonsai things would you swap
your excess bonsai things for?

Swap bonsai services with a bonsai friend?

Let us know if you’re interested in advertising.

Let the secretary know via our email address that
you want to advertise your business or bonsai
related services. No charge. Send some script and
a photo or two.

If you or a bonsai friend wish to sell bonsai,
equipment, etc. we can send an all members
email with relevant information. Free of charge.
You can provide some contact details, photos, etc.
You can arrange a viewing with any interested
parties.
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