Bonsai Society of Queensland
Newsletter July 2026

President’s Message

This month we have David Nassar visiting us as part of the Visiting Tutor Program (VTP) which is sponsored
by the AABC. Last time David visited he provided an excellent workshop and demonstration. | am sure this
time will be no different. The schedule for Saturday, 18 June will be 9am — 12.30pm workshop with David
with six (6) registered participants, and observers welcome.

There will be a demonstration by David starting a 1.30pm. David will be working on a juniper that belongs to
the School’s bonsai collection.

David has also offered to critique and do some work on member’s bonsai, if time permits. Please bring along
a bonsai for display for the day and for the possibility of a critique. Please bring established bonsai for
refinement rather than raw stock. This should provide an extensive display for the day, please get involved.

There will be a train-the-trainer session with David on Sunday morning. If you are interested in joining this
session, please talk with one of the committee members. These sessions are aimed at extending bonsai
knowledge of those who are interested in providing demonstrations or talks at our meetings.

Our Mount Coot-tha bonsai day last month (June) was a great success. It was positive to see so many of you
there. It was great to welcome back an old BSQ member and friend, Sean Hartley after his six (6) years of
bonsai apprenticeship in Japan. We look forward to seeing him at future meetings.

Tony B. and Brad gave an entertaining and informative demonstrations with a Japanese Black Pine and large
Fig bonsai that belongs to the Mount Coot-tha Bonsai House collection. It was great to be able to learn from
the demonstration and at the same time be doing some work for the bonsai collection. There’s a photo
essay of the June meeting in this newsletter.

Please consider if you would like to volunteer and help keep the collection at its high standard for
presentation to the public.

Workshop Protocols

As part of our review of the Bonsai Horizons review survey, we noted that there was some concern about
the running of workshops. Workshops are a great way to learn about bonsai, so we have made explicit our
workshop protocols to make workshops efficient, enjoyable, and equitable for all involved. The committee
will be managing the workshops and adherence to these protocols. We are also looking for improvements,
so suggestions are welcome.

Participants:

e Stock - Only work on one tree/bonsai with the tutor. A second tree/bonsai can be brought along
and worked on, if the first tree has been finished. This will help the tutor spend an even amount of
time with each participant and for you to get the best result for your bonsai.

e Equipment - you should bring your own tools, wire, turntable, etc. specialist tools may be available,
but do not expect this to be the case.

e Only those who have registered and paid as a workshop participant are to work with and ask ques-
tions of the tutor. This is to ensure the tutor is not overloaded.
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e When the tutor has moved to another participant you may get assistance to implement the agreed
plan from another person.

e Do ask questions of the tutor to help you learn from and understand the plan for your tree.
e Leave your workshop space tidy and put your belongings away at the end of the workshop.

Observers:

e Therole of an observer is to observe. Please allow the participants and tutors to work together with-
out interference.

e To respect the participants who have registered and paid for the workshop, only ask questions if the
tutor invites you to do so.

e To respect the tutor, do not give advice to the participants about their tree, the tutor may have a
plan of which you are not aware.

e The workshop area is a quiet space, please move away from the area if you wish to have conversa-
tions with others.

e Please follow the instructions of the organisers with respect to where you may observe from.

Activities For This Month - Tony D

July 2026.

I may have given the wrong impression in last month’s activities article. Winter is not a time for doing
nothing bonsai-wise. There’s plenty to do, as suggested by Tony B and shown by Brad S (club vice-president)
at the June club meeting at the Mount Coot-tha Bonsai House.

Tony picked a black pine (BP) from the collection to work on for his demonstration. He cleared out old long
leaves (needles), wired many of the branches to reposition them as secondary and tertiary branches. He
gave the audience advice on what to do at this time of year on BPs. | took notes because the Bonsai House
volunteers maintain the collection along with Brisbane Botanic Gardens staff, designated ‘gardeners’.

Brad took to his favourite ficus in the collection. He wired many of the branches and attended to a ‘bald
spot’ in the apex. The tree has been doing well over the past two years, enjoying more sun in its new spot on

a low wall and on a ‘lazy Susan’. Have a look at the photo essay in this newsletter.

The take-aways from the June demonstrations detailed above are that you can ‘clean-up’ and wire your
black pines and junipers. You can do the same to any of your ficus.
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As for activities, | also take my queues from my time as a volunteer at the
Bonsai House. This month we’ve been checking for weeds and clearing them.
We've also been checking how damp/wet the potting medium has been. We
don’t want to overwater the bonsai in the collection. Some are dry climate
species and do not appreciate minimal sunlight and ‘wet feet’. | suggest that
you do the same with your bonsai.

A

How’s this for a phoenix graft? Yes, a graft, not a shari. | know. Also known as
tanuki, deadwood bonsai or phoenix graft.

NNNNNNS
LanAsL

Start with a suitable interesting piece of well-seasoned and clean deadwood —
the trunk of a tree of the same species as the target tree, if possible. The target
tree should be something that can be bent to follow the shape of the piece of
deadwood. Then, the fun starts.

If you haven’t attempted it before, it’s something that you need to see done.
Maybe suggest it for a demo at the club for the appropriate time of the year.

| recently had a conversation with a bonsai professional. His comments about his collection of bonsai made
me realise that you can, if circumstances dictate do nothing to your bonsai for a number of years. Obviously,
you would need to water them and provide fertilizer. But, after years you can still come back to them to do
some recovery styling. Now that’s a relief. Oddly, time is on your side in that respect. One caveat - (Chinese
proverb) ‘Enjoy yourself. It’s later than you think.’

: CNENET Y GO0
B i AR SN

25 March 2025 at the Brisbane Botanic Gardens — an art installation.

June Club Meeting (Editor)

A photo essay of the June club meeting at Mount Coot-tha Bonsai House.
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Tony discussing EX 34 Black
Pine from the collection.

One of the main points was
to define the main right-hand
branch (as you view the tree).

He wired the secondary
branches making up the main
branch and positioned them
at various heights.

As seen from
the front.

The main
branch is on
the left, as

viewed.

No definition.
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After the
wiring and
clearing work.

\Ficus rubiginosa Est 1995

|
Port Jackson Mig Informal Upright
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The big Volkameria got some attention too.

It has an interesting story. It was a tree in the
Mount Coot-tha Botanic Gardens. Some five (5)
years ago it was dug out of the ground with a
machine and destined for wood chip.

It was saved by the then Senior Gardener (Bonsai
House), who requested that it be transported to
the Bonsai House workshop. It was potted in a
very large black plastic container.
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Special Profile — Sean Hartley

1. How long have you been practising bonsai?

From memory, | first started bonsai at the age of 23. So,
14 years in total now.

2. What got you interested in bonsai?

I first discovered a book on bonsai at the age of 5 or 6 years old and instantly fell in love with the art of bon-
sai.

3. What was your first bonsai?

My first bonsai was a Ficus Benjamina.

4. What style(s) or species of bonsai do you like most?

Conifers are my first choice to go for. Especially pines. | also love to work on flowering bonsai.

As for styles, | love Bunjin. It is difficult to decide because all styles are beautiful.
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[Bunjin is a style of bonsai. To my understanding, it's an emotive styling of a tree. To some extent the odd
and strange make for bunjin bonsai. I’'m not going to quote anyone or extract any definitions for this one.
Ed.]

5. Any other comments on anything bonsai related?

All trees talk. You need to listen and they will tell you what you need to know/do. This is a lesson I learnt from
my Oyakata. and changed everything | thought | knew.

[In Japanese culture, oyakata refers to a person who holds a position of leadership, guidance, or mastery. In
traditional arts and crafts, the term shows respect for an experienced master or mentor who oversees ap-
prentices or students.]

6. What are you looking forward to in
your bonsai experience/time?

Just like a tree, | look forward to help- {
ing the Australian bonsai world grow. |
I would love to see the Aus standard i
of bonsai grow.

7. Do you still enjoy practising bonsai
(your own bonsai) now that you are a
professional bonsai artist?

Absolutely, yes.

My "Bonsai" have grown into a Forest
... currently in my down time | am re-
building them back to shape and rede-
signing my trees.

My mother looked after them for the
6 years | was in Japan. It is refreshing
being able to "restart" my bonsai. |
made so many mistakes before my
apprenticeship, so leaving them to grow for 6 years gives me a great chance to rebuild.

[Thanks Sean for replying to our request for answers to our profile questions. We wish the best in your ef-
forts and hope to see you in club demos soon. Ed.]

Member Profile — Debra (Committee Member)

1. How long have you been practising bonsai?
I have been practising Bonsai for 3 years now.

2. What got you interested in bonsai?
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I have always loved the look of Bonsai trees but was notorious for killing plants so | never thought I could
keep a bonsai alive, but my daughter gave me my first tree believing | needed something to keep me busy
now that | have retired. So, after visiting the National Bonsai House in Canberra | became interested and
believed it was something | could do and hopefully succeed in keeping plants alive.

3. What was your first bonsai?

My first tree was a Serissa Foetida my daughter gave me. The first tree | purchased was a Green Island Fig.
4. What style(s) or species of bonsai do you like most?

This is difficult to answer, my favourite style is informal uprights as the trees look so majestic. My favourite
species are Junipers and Figs.

5. Any other comments on anything related to bonsai?

I love learning about bonsai trees and their care and can finally start to see styles in a pre-styled tree which
has been a big learning curve.

6. What do you like about being a member and on the committee of the Bonsai Society of Queensland?

I love being a member of BSQ as all the members are so welcoming to new members and will give their time
and knowledge to assist members in becoming the Bonsai Artist they are destined to be. As a committee
member | have found a place where | can contribute and give back.

[Thanks Debra for your answers. It’s been a pleasure working with you on the BSQ committee. | look forward

to more ‘organising’ of events with you. Thank you for creating and implementing the volunteers roster for
the exhibition. Ed.]

Beginner’s Course

The course content will be:

Month Module
February Bonsai styles, structure and tree | Done
selection.
April Wiring and shaping. Done
June Pruning, pots and repotting. Done
August Keeping your bonsai healthy.
October Bonsai maintenance and
development.

These sessions will be held from 11am to 1pm on the meeting day for that month. On the alternate months
from 11am to 1pm will be a beginner’s workshop supported by tutors. Interested? you can join in anytime.

This builds on the great work of Phil, Tony W and James over the past couple of years, and we thank them

very much for the work done to get this started. It is exciting to develop this further from the excellent
beginning.
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Meetings
Morning Session Meeting
Date 11.00am —1.00pm 1.30pm —2.30pm 2.45pm —4.30pm
July 18t Workshop 9.00am to

12.30pm registered
participants and
observers.

(See guidelines in the
President’s intro —
this newsletter.)

VTP Demonstration - David Nassar.

August 15t

Beginner’s Class:
keeping your bonsai
healthy.

Workshop: Exhibition Preparation.

12th
ziztgrtlhber Exhibition weekend
September 19% Workshop Open Day

Committee meeting — August 15 —10.00 am.

Note: program is subject to change and times for sessions are indicative, variations will be advised prior.
Please have a look at our club website for updates on monthly meetings.

David Nassar — July BSQ club meeting — 18 July 2026

My journey into bonsai began in the late 1990s, when | first
discovered these extraordinary miniature trees. | was
immediately captivated by their beauty and artistry.

Within just a few months, | attended my first bonsai club
exhibition—an experience that left a lasting impression and firmly
cemented my passion for the art. On the spot, | became a
member of Bonsai Northwest Melbourne.

Shortly after joining, | became actively involved in the club com-
mittee, and within a few years, | was honoured to take on the
role of President—a position | have now held for over 20 years.
Throughout this time, | have remained deeply committed to both
my personal development and the growth of the bonsai commu-
nity.

Over the past 10-15 years, one of my most valuable sources of

learning has been online content, particularly YouTube.
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A defining moment in my development came in 2015, when Bonsai Northwest Melbourne hosted renowned
bonsai artist Bjorn Bjorholm. During his week-long visit, | had the privilege of observing him work closely
with members—conducting workshops, demonstrations, and thoughtfully explaining his creative decisions
and vision. His humility, discipline, and dedication were truly inspiring, and the experience helped clarify the
direction | wanted to pursue in my own bonsai journey.

Following this experience—and as an active consumer of online content—I recognised a gap in accessible,
beginner-level bonsai material, particularly tailored to Australian conditions. This inspired me to begin docu-
menting my own work and sharing it online. | launched my YouTube channel, Bon-

saiworx (https://www.youtube.com/@Bonsaiworx), which has since grown to over 750 videos and nearly
15,000 subscribers.

Today, | continue to serve as President of Bonsai Northwest Melbourne and am also proud to contribute as a
tutor in the AABC Visiting Tutor Program, helping to educate and inspire the next generation of bonsai en-
thusiasts.

Meeting Routines: We want everyone to feel welcomed. We hope that it will assist by detailing some
aspects of the meeting routine.

In our meetings we break for afternoon tea. The club provides tea, coffee, milk, sugar and disposable cups.
We want to phase out the use of disposable cups, so we ask that members bring their own reusable cups, or
use one of the club’s mugs/cups. If you use a club cup, please wash and dry it after use.

As for the food for afternoon tea, we ask that members bring something to share - for example a packet of
biscuits. Probably, nothing that requires cutting up or heating, unless you really want to do that or you love

sharing your baking. Clearly, not every member and not every month.

On special club meetings, we provide a sausage sizzle, which is announced in the newsletter of the month
before. We usually have afternoon tea as well.

In anticipation of your help, thank you.

Please let us know if there are other things that need clarification in respect of club meetings, events,
memberships, etc.

We should welcome new members and visitors and offer to assist them as much as we can.

Directions to the monthly meeting, exhibition and Bonsai
Horizons

Whites Hill State College Hall — 138 Burn Street, Camp Hill, 4152
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Please enter the school grounds via the Burn Street gate nearest to Samuel Street.
There is parking inside the school grounds as shown. There is also plenty of on

street parking and the pedestrian gate in front of the hall will be open.

Other clubs

Please check each club’s website or contact them for events that are in addition to club meetings.

Which club? What Dates and Location
Bimer Bonsai Club Meetings. First Saturday of the month,
Wavell Heights Community Hall except January.
events@bimerbonsai.org.au or 1-4 pm.
www.bimerbonsai.org.au Wavell Heights Community
Hall, 76 Cressey St, Brisbane
Queensland 4012.
Gold Coast Tweed Bonsai Club Meetings. Second Saturday of each
GoldCoastBonsaiClub@gmail.com month, except January.
10am-4pm.
Carrara Community Centre,
Neilsens Rd., Gold Coast,
4211 (M1 Exit 73).
Redlands Bonsai Meetings. Fourth Saturday of each
redlandsbonsai@gmail.com month, except December.
http://redlandsbonsai.org or 10:30am-4pm.
www.facebook.com/RedlandsBonsaiSociety Wellington Point Recreation
Hall, 347-371 Birkdale Rd,
Wellington Point, 4160.
Sunshine Coast Bonsai Society Meetings. Second Saturday of each

schsbonsai@gmail.com

www.sunshinecoastbonsaisociety.org.au

month, except December.
Buderim Uniting Church Hall,
Cnr Gloucester Road and
King Street — Buderim.

Sunshine Coast Bonsai Society show: 24 and 25 October 2026
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Friday 17 October - Pre-entry. Friday 24 October - trees delivered to Hall (1.00 to 5.00pm) Buderim War,
Memorial Hall.

For Sale

Our bonsai friend, Bradley Barlow is selling his collection.

30 years’ worth, over 1,000 items, including bonsai pots, doban (clay tablets), suiseki trays, stands, tables,
companion stones and accessories.

Lay-by, cash or card. But, strictly by appointment: 0417 796 400 or Bradjen@powerup.com.au.

[Doban can be a pottery item with holes for a string to be threaded through. It may have been worn as a
charm. Or it can be a copper tray. Ed.]

Giveaway opportunity

A club member, Phil has something to giveaway, well almost. You can set an
air layer or two on a lovely Revolution Gold — 30 cm branches. Not possible
you say. Well, visit the Mt Coot-tha Bonsai House and we’ll show you a
bonsai air layered from the very same tree.

Phil successfully air layered a branch. I'd say that he’d assist with the
technical aspects of the process — timing and technique.

It won’t be super-fast, but fast enough to produce a mature bonsaiin a
relatively short time.

For details, contact the secretary (email on the last page of the newsletter). We'll put you in touch.
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Marie Hewartson Bonsai
Pottery

Newsletter July 2026

Facebook

Quality handmade pots of all
forms and sizes.

Email: Mariehewartson@gmail.com

Facebook Link:
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=10008

BSQ members page for us to share our bonsai
experiences.
https://www.facebook.com/groups/52482539151

8170/ ?ref=share

4353229151

Brisbane International Bonsai
School

The public group dedicated to Kusamono and
Shitakusa (companion plants).
https://www.facebook.com/groups/11168020219
96594 /?ref=share

Tony Bebb is one of Australia's most experienced
and respected bonsai artist and teacher. He has
almost 40 years working as a bonsai professional
and has been teaching locally since 1990,
nationally since 1997 and internationally since

Check out Tony’s
bonsai tours and the
school on his
Facebook page.

Message or call Tony
on 0438452105.

Bonsai Stands and Stones

Committee
President Glenn 0409 894 227
Vice-President Brad
Secretary Cassandra
Treasurer Alex
Newsletter Editor Tony D
Librarian Debra
Alain
Contact
The Bonsai Society of Queensland Inc.
PO Box 246,
Carina 4152

Follow us on Facebook.
Website: www.bonsaisocietyqld.asn.au
E-mail: mail@bonsaisocietyqld.asn.au

Want to advertise?

Lindsay Bebb has on-line shop with a wide range
of stands and stones. The stands are made by
Lindsay with prices to suit all budgets.

www.bonsai-stands-and-stones.com

Swap things and services

Got too many bonsai things? Advertise them on a
swap basis. What bonsai things would you swap
your excess bonsai things for?

Swap bonsai services with a bonsai friend?

Let us know if you’re interested in advertising.

Let the secretary know via our email address that
you want to advertise your business or bonsai
related services. No charge. Send some script and
a photo or two.

If you or a bonsai friend wish to sell bonsai,
equipment, etc. we can send an all members
email with relevant information. Free of charge.
You can provide some contact details, photos, etc.
You can arrange a viewing with any interested
parties.
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