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President’s Message 

This month is our Mount Coot-tha bonsai day. 
 
We will be meeting at the bonsai house at the Mount Coot-tha Botanic Gardens (not at our usual meeting 
venue). We will meet at Mount Coot-tha (the Bonsai House) at the usual ‘workshop start time’ of 11am for 
those who wish to have a chat and a look at the collection but, unfortunately there is no workshop this 
month. 
 

If you arrive for the 11am start, it will be a great opportunity to 
talk with some of the people who volunteer their time to keep 
the bonsai collection looking so good. You will also be able to 
have a behind the scenes look at the facilities. 
 
There will be some light refreshments available to keep you going 
for the afternoon. 
 
The beginner’s session will proceed as normal. This month we 
will be looking at pruning, pots, and repotting. It will be a great 
opportunity to discuss these topics in the context of the bonsai 
collection at Mount Coot-tha. 

 
The main meeting and demonstration will start 1.30pm. This month we will have Tony Bebb sharing his vast 
knowledge of Japanese Black Pines as well as Brad Stuart working on the large fig that he has claimed as his 
own in the bonsai house collection. This combination is 
guaranteed to provide for an entertaining and informative 
demonstration. 
 
Parking can be busy at Mount Coot-tha. So, please leave 
yourself a bit of extra time to allow for a nice stroll to the 
Bonsai House. If you need directions the friendly staff at the 
main entrance to the gardens will be able to show you the 
way to the Bonsai House. 
 
Next month (July club meeting) we have David Nassar 
visiting us as part of the Visiting Tutor Program (VTP) which 
is sponsored by the AABC. Last time David visited he 
provided an excellent workshop and demonstration. I am 
sure this time will be no different. 
 
The schedule for Saturday (18 July 2026) will be 9am – 12.30pm workshop for 6 people at a cost of $50 each. 
The registration for this will open shortly. Observers are welcome for the workshop. There will be a 
demonstration by David starting at 1.30pm to finish the day. 
 
There will be a train-the-trainer session with David on Sunday morning 19 July. If you are interested in 
joining this session, please talk with one of the committee members. These sessions are aimed at extending 
bonsai knowledge of those who are interested in providing demonstrations or talks at our meetings. 
 
It has been a few wet weeks after a period of dry weather and the temperature has also dropped 
significantly over the last few weeks. This is a time when there is less watering to do, so hopefully we can use 
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this extra time to enjoy our bonsai. I have been putting a bonsai on display inside my home, then rotating it 
with another after a couple of days. With the sun setting earlier this gives more time to enjoy my bonsai. 
 
Taking the opportunity to sit in the early morning sun in a place where you can look at your bonsai is also 
thoroughly recommended. These are great ways to relax and look after your mental health. I hope you find 
your own way to look after yourself. 
 
Looking forward to seeing you at Mount Coot-tha. 

Activities For This Month - Tony D 

June 2026. 
 
Winter has arrived with an interesting combination of rain, wind 
and cold (‘coldish’ for anyone from mid-NSW and further south). 
 
What does that mean for us? Not much really in terms of bonsai 
activities this month. You can wire … good opportunity to fine 
wire (tertiary branches), especially on deciduous trees. Be aware 
of some brittleness in branches. 
 
It’s time to clean away weeds and fallen leaves. Keep the area 
around your bonsai clean. 
 
I find that dishwashing liquid and water with a brush works well 
on the tile/concrete floor. 
 

Be careful with your watering. Windy sunny winter days can 
be deceptive. Check each pot/tree and access the need to 
water. You may find that some trees can miss one day’s 
watering. This depends on the potting medium and location 
of the tree. 
 
I heard about a granular form of Seasol and Powerfeed. 
Seems tempting for winter. 
 
Note that potting and repotting should be restricted to 
emergencies only – when you have to. For example, a pot 
that’s fallen and has broken. 
 
I find that this month and the next two months are great for 
purchasing supplies for the main potting/repotting time – 
September. 
 
Good to have a few plans, for example sketch the ideal pot 
for that hidden bonsai that you’ve been working on for years. 
Find a potter and commission the pot – it’s only money. The 
pot and the win at an exhibition will be worth it. 
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Look around for suppliers. There are a few and some are associated with our sister clubs – Bimer and 
Redlands. I’m a member of both, so I have access to the suppliers. There are a fair few commercial suppliers 
of potting mediums as well. So, stock up. 

May Club Meeting (Editor) (Photos courtesy of Amanda) 

A photo essay of the May club meeting. 
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Member Profile – Some of the best (Ed.) 

1. How long have you been practising bonsai? 
 
I started bonsai a little over 10 years ago. In the first 
few years, I learned it by myself with a few trees, 
most of which are now dead and buried (except for 
one unkillable Chinese elm!). But it wasn't until I 
joined the Bonsai Society of Queensland around 
2019 that I started learning to grow and build 
bonsai, and my trees are not just surviving but 
thriving now. 
 
2. What got you interested in bonsai? 
 
Karate Kid initially sparked the interest but did not 
start playing around till we bought a house. 

 
3. What was your first bonsai? 
 
My first bonsai was a little juniper from bonsai place at Narangba. 
 
4. What style(s) or species of bonsai do you like most? 
 
Discovering just how many species can be used for bonsai has been eye-opening. Learning about native 
plants as bonsai has been especially interesting, who would have thought Australia has so many species 
suited to bonsai! 
 
Attending the club’s open day and seeing members’ beautiful trees have been incredibly inspiring. I’ve started 
a “wish list” (which never seems to get shorter!), including Harland’s box and mirror bush. I’d also love to 
create a mini forest with Serissa foetida as a starting point. Recently, I’ve acquired a trident maple and a 
double-trunk juniper, which I’m looking forward to developing over the coming year. 
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5. Any other comments on anything related to bonsai? 
 
Yes, don’t waste your time on too many trees and on trees that are just no good … ‘bin them’. I’ve thrown 
away more trees than most people. Also, start early … when you’re young. I still like to propagate trees for 
bonsai. 

_______________________________________________ 
 
When starting with Black Pines try to learn as much as possible before buying one. They can be a difficult tree 
to start with and learning their growth patterns and are fast growing and most people are scared. Always try 
to keep the growth as close as possible to the trunk line as if it grows too far away it’s nearly impossible to 
return without grafting. Like most people I didn't understand and let them grow and get too far away. 
 

My mantra is "Beer, Bonsai and Black Sabbath". This is what makes me happy, 
but to be true, Bonsai has given me the chance to travel the world and see 
amazing Bonsai and most of all make Great Friends. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
[Thanks ‘Some of the best’ for your answers. Ed.] 

Beginner’s Course 

The course content will be: 
 

Month Module  

February Bonsai styles, structure and tree 
selection. 

Done 

April Wiring and shaping. Done 

June Pruning, pots and repotting.  

August Keeping your bonsai healthy.  

October Bonsai maintenance and 
development. 

 

 
These sessions will be held from 11am to 1pm on the meeting day for that month. On the alternate months 
from 11am to 1pm will be a beginner’s workshop supported by tutors. Interested? you can join in anytime. 
 
This builds on the great work of Phil, Tony W and James over the past couple of years, and we thank them 
very much for the work done to get this started. It is exciting to develop this further from the excellent 
beginning. 
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Meetings 

 

 Morning Session Meeting 

Date 11.00am – 1.00pm 1.30pm – 2.30pm 2.45pm – 4.30pm 

June 20th Beginners’ Class: 
pruning, pots and 
repotting. 

Mt Coot-tha Botanic Gardens Bonsai House Day 
with Tony Bebb. 

July 18th Workshop VTP Demonstration - David Nassar. 

August 15th To be advised. TBA 

 
Note: program is subject to change and times for sessions are indicative, variations will be advised prior. 
Please have a look at our club website for updates on monthly meetings. 

David Nassar – July BSQ club meeting – 18 July 2026 

My journey into bonsai began in the late 1990s, when I first 
discovered these extraordinary miniature trees. I was 
immediately captivated by their beauty and artistry. 
 
Within just a few months, I attended my first bonsai club 
exhibition—an experience that left a lasting impression and 
firmly cemented my passion for the art. On the spot, I 
became a member of Bonsai Northwest Melbourne. 
 

Shortly after joining, I became actively involved in the club 
committee, and within a few years, I was honoured to take 
on the role of President—a position I have now held for 
over 20 years. Throughout this time, I have remained deeply 
committed to both my personal development and the 
growth of the bonsai community. 

Over the past 10–15 years, one of my most valuable sources of learning has been online content, 
particularly YouTube. 
 
A defining moment in my development came in 2015, when Bonsai Northwest Melbourne hosted 
renowned bonsai artist Bjorn Bjorholm. During his week-long visit, I had the privilege of observing 
him work closely with members—conducting workshops, demonstrations, and thoughtfully explain-
ing his creative decisions and vision. His humility, discipline, and dedication were truly inspiring, and 
the experience helped clarify the direction I wanted to pursue in my own bonsai journey. 
 

Following this experience—and as an active consumer of online content—I recognised a gap in ac-
cessible, beginner-level bonsai material, particularly tailored to Australian conditions. This inspired 
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me to begin documenting my own work and sharing it online. I launched my YouTube channel, Bon-
saiworx (https://www.youtube.com/@Bonsaiworx), which has since grown to over 750 videos and 
nearly 15,000 subscribers. 

Today, I continue to serve as President of Bonsai Northwest Melbourne and am also proud to con-
tribute as a tutor in the AABC Visiting Tutor Program, helping to educate and inspire the next gener-
ation of bonsai enthusiasts. 
________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Meeting Routines: We want everyone to feel welcomed. We hope that it will assist by detailing some 
aspects of the meeting routine. 
 
In our meetings we break for afternoon tea. The club provides tea, coffee, milk, sugar and disposable cups. 
We want to phase out the use of disposable cups, so we ask that members bring their own reusable cups, or 
use one of the club’s mugs/cups. If you use a club cup, please wash and dry it after use. 
 
As for the food for afternoon tea, we ask that members bring something to share - for example a packet of 
biscuits. Probably, nothing that requires cutting up or heating, unless you really want to do that or you love 
sharing your baking. Clearly, not every member and not every month. 
 
On special club meetings, we provide a sausage sizzle, which is announced in the newsletter of the month 
before. We usually have afternoon tea as well. 
 
In anticipation of your help, thank you. 
 
Please let us know if there are other things that need clarification in respect of club meetings, events, 
memberships, etc. 
 
We should welcome new members and visitors and offer to assist them as much as we can. 

Directions to the monthly meeting, exhibition and Bonsai 

Horizons 

Whites Hill State College Hall – 138 Burn Street, Camp Hill, 4152 
 

 

Please enter the school grounds via the Burn Street gate nearest to Samuel Street. 
There is parking inside the school grounds as shown. There is also plenty of on 

street parking and the pedestrian gate in front of the hall will be open. 
  

https://www.youtube.com/@Bonsaiworx
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Other clubs 

Please check each club’s website or contact them for events that are in addition to club meetings. 
 

Which club? What Dates and Location 

Bimer Bonsai Club 

Wavell Heights Community Hall 

events@bimerbonsai.org.au or 

www.bimerbonsai.org.au 

Meetings. First Saturday of the month, 

except January. 

1-4 pm. 

Wavell Heights Community 

Hall, 76 Cressey St, Brisbane 

Queensland 4012. 

Gold Coast Tweed Bonsai Club 

GoldCoastBonsaiClub@gmail.com 

Meetings. Second Saturday of each 

month, except January. 

10am-4pm. 

Carrara Community Centre, 

Neilsens Rd., Gold Coast, 

4211 (M1 Exit 73). 

Redlands Bonsai 

redlandsbonsai@gmail.com 

http://redlandsbonsai.org or 

www.facebook.com/RedlandsBonsaiSociety 

Meetings. Fourth Saturday of each 

month, except December. 

10:30am-4pm. 
Wellington Point Recreation 

Hall, 347-371 Birkdale Rd, 

Wellington Point, 4160. 

Sunshine Coast Bonsai Society 

scbsbonsai@gmail.com 

www.sunshinecoastbonsaisociety.org.au 

Meetings. 

 

Second Saturday of each 

month, except December. 

Buderim Uniting Church Hall, 

Cnr Gloucester Road and 

King Street – Buderim. 

 

Bimer and Scott Martin 4 and 5 July 2026 
 
Scott Martin will be demonstrating at the Bimer club meeting on Saturday, 4th July 2026. 
 
On Sunday 5th July, Scott will be running two workshops - 9am – 12pm & 1pm – 4pm. Priced at $50. Limited 
to six Bimer members per workshop. Early registration is essential. Email info@bimerbonsai.org.au to regis-
ter, advising which session you would like. Please pay the $50 workshop fee via bank transfer or in person at 
the next club meeting. 
 
Account Name: Bimer Bonsai Club Incorporated, Bank of Queensland BSB: 124 011, Account Number: 
10112801. 
 

mailto:events@bimerbonsai.org.au
https://d.docs.live.net/ecc1e4c0b7b3ec5f/文档/Current/www.bimerbonsai.org.au
https://d.docs.live.net/ecc1e4c0b7b3ec5f/文档/Current/GoldCoastBonsaiClub@gmail.com
https://d.docs.live.net/ecc1e4c0b7b3ec5f/文档/Current/redlandsbonsai@gmail.com
http://redlandsbonsai.org/
http://www.facebook.com/RedlandsBonsaiSociety
mailto:scbsbonsai@gmail.com
https://d.docs.live.net/ecc1e4c0b7b3ec5f/文档/Current/www.sunshinecoastbonsaisociety.org.au
mailto:info@bimerbonsai.org.au
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Note: When paying by direct deposit, you must include your name in the reference field. 
 

Sunshine Coast Bonsai Society show: 24 and 25 October 2026 

Friday 17 October - Pre-entry. Friday 24 October - trees delivered to Hall (1.00 to 5.00pm) Buderim War, 

Memorial Hall. 

AABC Update to clubs June 2026 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Report on the 38th AABC National Bonsai Convention in Hobart by Tony Bebb President AABC Ltd 

president@aabcltd.org 

 

Delegate numbers were a bit down on the last time we visited Tasmania in 2016 - approximately 1150 paid 

attendees visiting the exhibition of bonsai and suiseki on top of the convention delegates. 

 

There was an improvement in the quality of the trees and the display was very noticeable from 10 years ago. 

 

Thanks goes out to all the clubs that donated prizes for the raffles and is a great show of support by 

everybody. 

 

The inaugural AABC New Stylist Award was also a great success, with six participants from around the 

country giving their all to create a wide variety of designs to be voted on by the delegates. 

 

Congratulations go to Tony B. from Tasmania on taking out the vote for his design. Not only did he receive 

his award certificate, but in a new partnership between AABC and the NBPCA, he will enjoy a 5-day working 

scholarship at the National Bonsai and Penjing Collection. This now forms the major part of the opportunity 
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for the successful participant of the New Stylist Award and is on offer for this event moving forward. A 

fantastic incentive to bonsai club members to nominate in the future and we thank NBPCA Curator Leigh 

Taafe and the members of the NBPCA Collection Advisory Committee (CAC) for this great opportunity. 

 

The launch for the 39th AABC National Convention, to be hosted by the Illawarra Bonsai Society from 21st to 

24th May 2027. The international demonstrators will be Shinji Suzuki along with son Hiroaki Suzuki. 

 

The South Australian Bonsai Society Inc have put their hands up to host the 39th AABC National Bonsai 

Convention in 2028. 

 

PRESIDENT'S REPORT AABC General Meeting, Hobart, 2 May 2026. 

 

Hello and welcome to all. It is both a privilege and a pleasure to be before you today as President of AABC. 

 

We want to make sure that all information from AABC is shared to all members of all member clubs. 

Whilst it is only sent to Delegates and Secretaries of member clubs, we request all the AABC Updates and 

attached info is forwarded to your clubs’ mail list so everybody knows what is going on around the 

country. 

 

Your new committee has been working hard since the AGM last year to move AABC forward with a goal of 

togetherness in Bonsai with accountability and an improvement to support and communication with the 

Australian Bonsai community. It has been great to get back to being used to having our National conventions 

again and coming together from around the country to share the passion for Bonsai and to connect with 

friends we often just get this opportunity to meet every year. 

 

After a loss in Perth and the moderate success of Brisbane after being severely affected by the NRL Magic 

Round creating obscene accommodation prices, the resurrection of numbers in Canberra were great to see, 

and whilst numbers are not as high in Tassie this year compared to 10 years ago, we are confident the 

announcements for Illawarra Bonsai Club’s convention to be announced tomorrow will see these numbers 

back up high again next year. 

 

Our National Conventions are of course the flagship for AABC, along with the National Insurance Scheme, 

and create direct funding for the VTP to be provided for member Bonsai clubs Australia wide to create the 

sharing of knowledge and techniques to improve the quality of our Bonsai and learning opportunities. This is 

all possible due to the profit-sharing arrangement between AABC and the host club each year. This does of 

course mean that to continue this program, profit does become a major part of running these conventions 

as the VTP averages $6-7,000 per year. 

 

However, it is not the sole purpose. First and foremost, it is about creating the environment and 

opportunities for everybody to want to come together each year in friendship and unity to support the 

causes of the association. We encourage all clubs with the capacity to run a convention to give thought to 

when it could be your turn. We will also strive to provide the best support possible to achieve this and to 

assist clubs that have never hosted before. It is a goal to share these events all over the country. 

 

We are happy to say that SA is considering their options for hosting in 2028 and we hope to confirm that 

soon. If you are considering hosting in the future, please feel free to communicate with any one of us to seek 
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more information, however Sandra and I are forming the main Convention Liaison team at this stage. I hope 

to have a list of possibilities into the future. 

 

We are very happy with the launch of the New Stylist Award started at this convention, and the partnership 

with NBPCA formed to create a scholarship availability is very exciting and we feel should help promote and 

keep this event into the future of our conventions. This opportunity will provide for the transport and 

accommodation for the winning stylist for a period at the collection to improve the learning and sharing of 

knowledge for that person and to further encourage moving toward being a VT. Very exciting times indeed 

and provided under the guidelines for use of the trust fund formed by the NBPCA. We thank the team at 

NBPCA for creating this opportunity. 

 

Another initiative in the planning by your committee is the commencement of an Australian Potters Award 

to give our growing number of Bonsai pot makers a platform to promote their work on a National stage. 

Whilst we understand the parameters of the Bonsai Pot Acquisition Prize run by NBPCA, we believe this can 

run in tandem with that to assist promotion of our potters’ work. This is also planned to have a cooperation 

with the American Bonsai Potters Association and European Bonsai Potters Collective to further promote 

winners of various categories and the opportunity to also promote on the world stage. With a little work, 

this initiative may launch next year at the Illawarra Convention. 

 

We are also starting to investigate the feasibility of creating what may be referred to as a National Register 

of important or masterpiece Bonsai and artists to preserve the heritage of some trees and record that 

heritage to follow the tree into the future. Very early stages on this one and likely a lot of work. 

 

The AABC website, Bonsai Clubs Australia, is also undergoing a refurb. After too many years operating as a 

second-rate website, we are spending time and money to make the website much more accessible to 

information and just easier to use and find stuff. Nick & Anna have taken on this role and I am happy to hear 

comments from the community about how it has already improved. More to come. 

 

On top of all this, we want you all to know that we are open to ideas and discussions on any subject or future 

involvement for the improvement of AABC and the Australian Bonsai community. So, if you have any, please 

do let us know. 

 

Thank you for your time and we hope to keep improving working together for you, the Australian Bonsai 

community, Tony, President AABC. 

For Sale 

Our bonsai friend, Bradley Barlow is selling his collection. 
 
30 years’ worth, over 1,000 items, including bonsai pots, doban (clay tablets), suiseki trays, stands, tables, 
companion stones and accessories. 
 
Lay-by, cash or card. But, strictly by appointment: 0417 796 400 or Bradjen@powerup.com.au. 
 
[Doban can be a pottery item with holes for a string to be threaded through. It may have been worn as a 
charm. Or it can be a copper tray. Ed.] 
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Giveaway opportunity 

A club member, Phil has something to giveaway, well almost. 
 

A rare and different opportunity. You can set an air layer or two on a lovely 

Revolution Gold – 30 cm branches. Not possible you say. Well, visit the Mt 

Coot-tha Bonsai House and we’ll show you a bonsai air layered from the very 

same tree. 

 

I know, because I witnessed part of the process [Ed.] Phil successfully air 

layered a branch. I’d say that he’d assist with the technical aspects of the 

process – timing and technique. 

 

It won’t be super-fast, but fast enough to produce a mature bonsai in a 

relatively short time. 

 

For details, contact the secretary (email on the last page of the newsletter). We’ll put you in touch. 
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Marie Hewartson Bonsai 

Pottery 

 
Quality handmade pots of all 
forms and sizes. 
 
 
 

Email: Mariehewartson@gmail.com 
Facebook Link: 
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=10008
4353229151 

Brisbane International Bonsai 

School 

Tony Bebb is one of Australia's most experienced 
and respected bonsai artist and teacher. He has 
almost 40 years working as a bonsai professional 
and has been teaching locally since 1990, 
nationally since 1997 and internationally since 
2005. 

Check out Tony’s 
bonsai tours and the 
school on his 
Facebook page. 
 
Message or call Tony 
on 0438452105. 
 
 
 

Bonsai Stands and Stones 
Lindsay Bebb has on-line shop with a wide range 
of stands and stones. The stands are made by 
Lindsay with prices to suit all budgets. 

www.bonsai-stands-and-stones.com 

Swap things and services 
Got too many bonsai things? Advertise them on a 
swap basis. What bonsai things would you swap 
your excess bonsai things for? 
Swap bonsai services with a bonsai friend? 
Let us know if you’re interested in advertising. 

Facebook 
 
BSQ members page for us to share our bonsai 
experiences. 
https://www.facebook.com/groups/52482539151
8170/?ref=share 
 
The public group dedicated to Kusamono and 
Shitakusa (companion plants). 
https://www.facebook.com/groups/11168020219
96594/?ref=share 

Committee 

President Glenn 0409 894 227 
Vice-President Brad  
Secretary Cassandra  
Treasurer Alex  
Newsletter Editor Tony D  
Librarian Debra  
 Alain  
   
   

Contact 

The Bonsai Society of Queensland Inc.  
PO Box 246,  
Carina 4152 
 
Follow us on Facebook. 
Website: www.bonsaisocietyqld.asn.au 
E-mail: mail@bonsaisocietyqld.asn.au 

Want to advertise? 

Let the secretary know via our email address that 
you want to advertise your business or bonsai 
related services. No charge. Send some script and 
a photo or two. 
 
If you or a bonsai friend wish to sell bonsai, 
equipment, etc. we can send an all members 
email with relevant information. Free of charge. 
You can provide some contact details, photos, etc. 
You can arrange a viewing with any interested 
parties. 

mailto:Mariehewartson@gmail.com
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.facebook.com%2Fprofile.php%3Fid%3D100084353229151&data=05|01|keith.ireland%40alsglobal.com|ffa563deab4f4b915e8a08da95df3a96|485ca04e6f7440509764cdb4bfa89c25|0|0|637987083274545132|Unknown|TWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D|3000|||&sdata=Rww2iDrTjruXBkQ4njm%2BBMl0pQYfDPUFWQcq8B2BcKI%3D&reserved=0
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.facebook.com%2Fprofile.php%3Fid%3D100084353229151&data=05|01|keith.ireland%40alsglobal.com|ffa563deab4f4b915e8a08da95df3a96|485ca04e6f7440509764cdb4bfa89c25|0|0|637987083274545132|Unknown|TWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D|3000|||&sdata=Rww2iDrTjruXBkQ4njm%2BBMl0pQYfDPUFWQcq8B2BcKI%3D&reserved=0
http://www.bonsai-stands-and-stones.com/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/524825391518170/?ref=share
https://www.facebook.com/groups/524825391518170/?ref=share
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1116802021996594/?ref=share
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1116802021996594/?ref=share
http://www.bonsaisocietyqld.asn.au/
mailto:mail@bonsaisocietyqld.asn.au

