Bonsai Society of Queensland
Newsletter May 2026

President’s Message

It is a busy month for bonsai. There has been the AABC convention hosted by the Tasmanian Bonsai
Society. Another outstanding event with bonsai enthusiasts from around Australia gathering for
bonsai. World bonsai day which is the second Saturday of May each year has just passed. | hope you
were able to do some bonsai and enjoy the benefits of this great art. It means different things for
different people, for me it is about relaxation and a reason to connect with friends. | hope you
found your bonsai meaning.

If you’re reading this on Sunday 10 May around noon, you have a couple of hours to get to Bimer
Bonsai Club’s exhibition at the Mt Coot-tha Botanic Gardens. The information was in last month’s
newsletter, plus you should have received the flyer forwarded by our secretary.

To continue a great month of bonsai our meeting this month will be a skills workshop day. This will
be a hybrid of a workshop day and meeting demonstration. In the morning from 11am until 1pm we
will have our normal workshop session. From 1.30pm, at our usual meeting time we will have short
talks and workstations for you to get some hands-on practice. The stations will include:

e Air layering. This is a type of propagation where a portion of a tree is selected to develop
roots and is later removed as a separate tree. It is good if a tree has a particularly interesting
branch that can be used or it has a problematic base to be removed. Please bring along
something that is a candidate for air layering.

e Wiring. This will extend the presentation given by Brad last month by giving you the oppor-
tunity to do some wiring with Brad’s assistance. We do so much wiring it is important to be
doing it correctly, and the best way to do that is to have someone guide you in your practice.

e Repotting. If this is not done correctly and at the right time, there can be problems. So get-
ting some hands-on experience before you do it yourself is important. Note that not all trees
are suitable for repotting now, but autumn is a good time for many.

e Group plantings. Creating group plantings is a complex task. This is your opportunity to un-
derstand the underlying concepts before you try to do it yourself. If you have some trees
that you would like to create a group with, bring them along for advice, and maybe give it a

go.

Please bring along your trees that could benefit from practicing these skills. It is the opportunity to
get advice or to work under supervision. Of course, you are also welcome to watch and listen to
what is going on, and then do your own thing as you would for usual workshop day.

Last month we had an excellent presentation from Kim on Willow Leaf figs. This was very informa-
tive and gave you all the information you needed to get to work on this wonderful species. Thank
you Kim.
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Next month we are having our meeting at Mt Coot-tha Bonsai House following the success of our
day at the Bonsai House last year. This is an important part of our connection with the botanic gar-
dens. It gives us the opportunity to see what is there and maybe volunteer to help with the ongoing
care of the bonsai up there.

Activities For This Month - Tony D

May 2026.
Last year | discovered paper copies of the Bonsai Nursery (Brisbane)’s Newsletter, some dating back to 1995.

For this month last year, | included some details of the
newsletters. The nursery (Coopers Plains) had a long
association with the Bonsai Society of Queensland Inc.

The newsletter was a great resource of information on local
and international events, bonsai courses, updates on things
at the nursery, things to do for the month, etc.

For me, the trip to the bonsai nursery at Coopers Plains to
buy things was a thrilling week-end experience — pots, trees,
potting medium, courses, etc. It was my way to connect.
There’s something special about being up close to bonsai and
bonsai things in situ, rather than on an Al'd screen.

These days, my bonsai friends watch YouTube videos of local and international bonsai professionals,
international exhibitions and purchase bonsai things online. Now, a click of the mouse or keys and a neat
parcel will appear in a few days or a few weeks.

One thing though is that the bonsai I've seen at exhibitions in our region are a lot better than the 1995
photos of bonsai, due respect to the practitioners of the time. It had to happen — all that exposure to
international exhibitions and a willingness to advance Australian bonsai species by our local bonsai
professionals and organisations.

To Do

May is okay for root pruning and potting almost anything — junipers, azaleas, all deciduous and broad leaf
evergreen trees. But, after that (in winter) the list reduces.

Continue feeding your bonsai this month. If you recall, there’s a view that
‘beaded’ products like Osmocote (the variant designed for the species)
are the most effective and efficient ways to feed your trees. That view

kiom!

* SCAMELLIAS | also says that trees only need ‘environmental’ water, sunlight and air to

t GARDENIAS | grow. Our application of fertilizer is (apparently) a minor addition. I’d say,
| DZALEASROTHRR | pevmog.  it’s still worth it.

’ ACD-LOVNG o C oo

zzzzzz
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A bonsai friend mentioned ‘Kahoona’ as a product that he uses on his in-
ground camellias. It was mentioned to him by the gardeners at the Mt Coot-tha Botanic Gardens. He told me
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that his camellias flower well as a result of the application of Kahoona once a year after the post flowering
pruning.

If you’ve applied, for example Osmocote to the surface of the potting medium, check that the beads are still
‘active’, not spent. May need a reapplication.

Inspect wire on your trees and remove wire that is cutting into trunks and/or branches. The trunk and
branches increase in girth at this time of year in preparation for winter.

While you're inspecting, check for disease and pests. There are some interesting alternatives to sprays,
depending on which disease or pest you’re targeting. Check the internet.

April Club Meeting (Editor)

The committee met at 10.00 am and we:
e reviewed the Bonsai Horizons 2026 event
decided to ask for feedback from attendees
planned for this year’s exhibition
are looking to purchase updated audio-visual equipment; and
plan to make short videos of demonstrations for the website.

| guess that we’d keep each one for a while, remove it/them and add a new one. So, if you missed the club
meeting, you would be able to get an idea of what went on.

Glenn took the beginners’ session at 11.30 am (no photo).

r .'"-qm;mwu‘u

And the members’ workshop occurred at
the same time.

Brad did a brief demonstration on black pines at 1.30
pm. The demo was well received.
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Making the complex simple?

Brad borrowed some information on wiring from
one of the international bonsai professionals.

There were useful hints about how to wire
effectively.

Then, Kim de Korte (nee Rochelle-Brown) provided
us with a demonstration on willow leaf figs.

Kim started in bonsai in 1992 as part of her
teaching degrees in Japanese. She lived and worked
in Tokyo in 1996, which gave her the opportunity to
see and learn bonsai.

She is a member of the Bonsai Society of Queensland Inc., Gold
Coast Tweed Bonsai Club and the Bonsai Clubs International. She
has run ‘Lilliannah Bonsai’ from 2021 on the Gold Coast, Hope
Island, including a Beginners Bonsai Course.

She has demonstrated around Queensland in bonsai clubs,
corporate sectors, including businesses, hospitals, aged care, city
councils, garden clubs, and schools.

She loves to teach bonsai and bring the Japanese culture into her
lessons. Her favourite species are swamp cypress for their
impressive nebari, colour of the bark and the power of a large tree
and corky bark elms for their delicate leaves and textured bark.

One of Kim’s interesting observations in the demo was that a Common (or
Indian) Myna bird has been pecking at the trunks of her willow leaf figs. |
did some research and the reason given is that the birds sometimes nest in
tree hollows. They are known to make the hollows. It is not a native
species.
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Native Noisy Minor bird — good bird.

And Tony W brought along his stand with shohin. Glenn brought along the old olive that he’s bring back to
form. And | don’t know whose tree the last one is.
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A photo essay of Kim’s demo ... from introduction to completed demo.
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Finished.

Member Profile — Damien (long term member)

1. How long have you been practising bonsai?

I have been practicing bonsai for about 10 years now.

2. What got you interested in bonsai?

I got into bonsai as I've always liked Japanese culture, especially the Japanese gardens. | like the creative side
of bonsai & | have used bonsai to get away from everyday life & immerse myself in the tree, which has helped
with my mental health. & the old cliche of the karate kid, which did spark a bit of interest.

3. What was your first bonsai?

My first bonsai was a little juniper from bonsai place at Narangba.
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4. What style(s) or species of bonsai do you like most?

I'm a fan of literati & semi cascade styles & my favourite tree species are pines, junipers & maples.

5. Any other comments on anything related to bonsai?

| enjoy meeting up with bonsai friends, demonstrations & workshops at events.

[Thanks Damien for your answers. | think that the nursery is at 657 Old Gympie Rd, Narangba — Bonsai Place

—no website that | could find. | visited a few decades ago. Didn’t purchase anything, but a bonsai that we
were gifted came from there. Still got it — juniper (procumbens nana). Ed.]

Watering Systems — Two Members’ Experiences

Member #1
1. Is your watering system 'off the shelf' (please provide the brand name) or bespoke?

Over the years | have had different systems off the shelf from Bunnings. They all worked, battery and solar
for around S70. Settings on the system. On the tap just one line. | installed the systems.

Now, I have a [H]unter system purchased at a plumbing shop, S400.

Photo to the right is by way of example ($450), not necessarily the
system mentioned above.

2. Who installed it or put it together for you?

A friend helped with setting up as he had one.

3. What does the watering system comprise (main components —
plug-in timer, batteries, mains or tank water, pump)?

AUSTRALIA

() POST

This system [my system] is run off power and run up to 6 lines. | have 4 lines working and should have set up
the 6. | can control (the system) from my phone and is set up to run every second day as | enjoy watering
when at home and this keeps the system working so | can check it (a must). The lines are 13mm and 19mm
and fittings are all from Bunnings.

4. Any problems with the operation of the system?

I have found this system has been the best as | am in control, turn it on more if hot and turn it off if raining
even from overseas, and another good idea is to have cameras installed and you can view when watering. |
made some covers to protect [the system] from the western sun.

5. How much did it cost (estimate is okay)?

$400.
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[Hunter Industries is a global, family-owned company that provides irrigation, outdoor lighting, dispensing
technology, and custom manufacturing industries. Founded in 1981 and based in the United States. Hunter
Irrigation Sprinkler Systems | Hunter Industries]

Member #2

1. Is your watering system 'off the shelf' (please provide the brand name) or bespoke?

| use two systems, an Ecowitt weather station system and Open Sprinkler to control watering.
2. Who installed it or put it together for you?

My husband and | set it up.

3. What does the watering system comprise (main components - plug in timer, batteries, mains or tank wa-
ter, pump)?

The Open Sprinkler irrigation system operates solenoids that are connected to our tank and pump to run mul-
tiple irrigation areas around our property, including my bonsai. Using the Open Sprinkler app, this runs the
solenoids to turn the sprinklers on at set times/days set through the app. These can be set up on regular
schedules, have rain delays set up or can be actioned immediately through the app.

I also have Ecowitt soil moisture sensors in a few pots that monitor soil moisture, and these are connected to
the Ecowitt weather station. This is a good backup to know that the watering system is working as you can
see the readings fluctuate during the day and you can also set up email alerts for when the soil moisture hits
a certain percentage. The other backup for the system is CCTV cameras, which can help show that the water-
ing is/has occurred.

4. How does the system work (e.g., drip and/or spray, set for once per day, three times per week for two
weeks)?

I have drippers and sprays on each pot, depending on the tree/pot size/shape.

In summer | set it up to water for 5 minutes once a day, everyday in the morning, and will hand water or run
the system manually again in the afternoon if it needs it.

In winter, | modify the program to reduce the time and water every second day and monitor in between.

5. Any problems with the supply and installation of the system?

As we have installed irrigation around the property there was a lot of set up, laying the plastic pipe under-
ground and setting up the sprinklers and system. The system also relies on home wifi connection to access.
Without wifi it will still run but you can't access the controls, so this can be a bit of an issue if this goes down.
6. Any problems with the operation of the system?

Like any system it requires maintenance. The sprinkler heads will need cleaning (usually annually), solinoids
may need replacing at various times, and the apps require updating and troubleshooting at times. Overall,
the system has been fairly consistent and reliable, but it’s not a set and forget. You always need to check and

make sure it is working, so monitoring is important.
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7. How much did it cost (estimate is okay)?

Probably around 51,500 for the equipment (no installation costs as we set it up, not including CCTV) when we
set it up a few years back.

8. Any other comments?

We just used regular poly pipe when setting up the system. If you have a permanent set up the recommenda-
tion would be to use pressure pvc pipes to make the system more stable, reduce the number of joins and less
likely to get holes in the pipes.

Overall, I've been happy with the system, it successfully worked through a seven-week trip away, but has also
let me down at other times (I wasn't checking as regularly as | should have been and lost a couple of trees, so
lesson learnt).

Information from the websites.

OpenSprinkler is an open-source, web-based smart sprinkler controller

for lawn and plant watering, irrigation, hydroponics etc. The current ver- — .
sion has built-in WiFi and OLED display. You can choose between DC-
powered, AC-powered, or Latch version. OpenSprinkler supports a vari- Opensprinkter |
ety of solenoid valves (24VAC, Latch, DC, motorized ball valve etc.) Take =

a look at FAQs for common questions, and Getting Started Guide for de- e | sewmsmsmme 0 s
tails of this version. R

Australia - https://www.opensprinkler.com.au/
Below is just by way of example, not necessarily the equipment described in the answers.
Ecowitt GW1206 Soil Moisture Meter Kit, Includes GW1200 IoT Wi-Fi

Gateway and WH51 Soil Moisture Sensor. Ecowitt Shop | Weather |
Garding | Smart Home Product supplier

An Ecowitt weather station.

~ * laggp, 82, 72,

. @gg

[Thank-you to the members who agreed to answer the questions and provide useful information. You may
have a watering system. We’d appreciate hearing from you about it. Ed.]
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Beginner’s Course

The course content will be:

Month Module

February Bonsai styles, structure and tree | Done
selection.

April Wiring and shaping. Done

June Pruning, pots and repotting.

August Keeping your bonsai healthy.

October Bonsai maintenance and
development.

These sessions will be held from 11am to 1pm on the meeting day for that month. On the alternate months
from 11am to 1pm will be a beginner’s workshop supported by tutors. Interested? you can join in anytime.

This builds on the great work of Phil, Tony W and James over the past couple of years, and we thank them
very much for the work done to get this started. It is exciting to develop this further from the excellent
beginning.

Meetings
Morning Session Meeting
Date 11.00am - 1.00pm 1.30pm —2.30pm 2.45pm —4.30pm
th . .
May 16 Work on your trees. Sausage sizzle 12.30 pm and skills focus
workshop from 1.30 pm.
th H ’ .
June 20 Bffrl]?:ers oila:;a Mt Coot-tha Botanic Gardens Bonsai House Day
P & P with Tony Bebb.
repotting.
July 18t Workshop VTP Demonstration - David Nassar.

Note: program is subject to change and times for sessions are indicative, variations will be advised prior.
Please have a look at our club website for updates on monthly meetings.

Meeting Routines: We want everyone to feel welcomed. We hope that it will assist by detailing some
aspects of the meeting routine.

In our meetings we break for afternoon tea. The club provides tea, coffee, milk, sugar and disposable cups.
We want to phase out the use of disposable cups, so we ask that members bring their own reusable cups, or
use one of the club’s mugs/cups. If you use a club cup, please wash and dry it after use.

As for the food for afternoon tea, we ask that members bring something to share - for example a packet of

biscuits. Probably, nothing that requires cutting up or heating, unless you really want to do that or you love
sharing your baking. Clearly, not every member and not every month.
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On special club meetings, we provide a sausage sizzle, which is announced in the newsletter of the month
before. We usually have afternoon tea as well.

In anticipation of your help, thank you.

Please let us know if there are other things that need clarification in respect of club meetings, events,
memberships, etc.

We should welcome new members and visitors and offer to assist them as much as we can.

A Bit of Information Ahead of the Meeting

Gardening Australia magazine November 2025 had an article on ‘copying’ plants by AB Bishop (pp 54-59).
The article covered ground, stem, tip, air, serpentine, mound and trench layering.

An interesting fact in the article answers the question: how can you get a plant from parts of an existing
plant?

The answer is that some plant cells are not one thing or another. They are not the specialised building blocks
for roots, leaves, etc. The methods of layering mentioned in the article (our interventions) cause the cells to
become the building blocks for something — root, trunk, etc.

[Unfortunately, the copyright statement in the magazine prohibits me from quoting directly from the article.
But | can use my own research and words and point you in the direction of the article. Editor.]

Directions to the monthly meeting, exhibition and Bonsai
Horizons

Whites Hill State College Hall — 138 Burn Street, Camp Hill, 4152

Please enter the school grounds via the Burn Street gate nearest to Samuel Street.
There is parking inside the school grounds as shown. There is also plenty of on
street parking and the pedestrian gate in front of the hall will be open.
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Other clubs

Please check each club’s website or contact them for events that are in addition to club meetings.

Which club? What Dates and Location
Bimer Bonsai Club Meetings. First Saturday of the month,
Wavell Heights Community Hall except January.
events@bimerbonsai.org.au or 1-4 pm.
www.bimerbonsai.org.au Wavell Heights Community
Hall, 76 Cressey St, Brisbane
Queensland 4012.
Gold Coast Tweed Bonsai Club Meetings. Second Saturday of each
GoldCoastBonsaiClub@gmail.com month, except January.
10am-4pm.
Carrara Community Centre,
Neilsens Rd., Gold Coast,
4211 (M1 Exit 73).
Redlands Bonsai Meetings. Fourth Saturday of each
redlandsbonsai@gmail.com month, except December.
http://redlandsbonsai.org or 10:30am-4pm.
www.facebook.com/RedlandsBonsaiSociety Wellington Point Recreation
Hall, 347-371 Birkdale Rd,
Wellington Point, 4160.
Sunshine Coast Bonsai Society Meetings. Fourth Saturday of each
scbsbonsai@gmail.com month, except September
www.sunshinecoastbonsaisociety.org.au and December.
1-4pm.
CWA Hall 104 Memorial
Drive, Maroochydore.
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Redlands Bonsai Society

welcomes back for ALL to enjoy

Marcela Ferreira
Native Inspiration Bonsai (Melbourne)

Bonsai Society of Queensland

Events with Marcela

Public Live
Marcaia Is one of the l2adng arists and proponents for working with Demonstration
Australan Native species 3s Bonsal. Saturday, 23 May
Marceia's fascination with bonsal bicssomed auring her eary teans when Time: 12:30 - 4:00PM
she first encounterad it while watching Karate Kid. However, it wasn't unti Weilingron Pomnt
her late 2ens, when she received 3 mislaballiad Mapie tree as a git, that Recreanion Hall
her passion truly ignited. Despite the Tree's demise due 10 Incomect care 347-371 Birkdaie Road,
Instructions, Marcela's getermination remained unshaken. Woll Pomr
Graoually, she expanded her collection with guidance from Paul Sweensy,
the owner of Imagination Tree bonsal nursery at the time. Through years of Hands-On Workshops

tial and emor, Marcela honed her skiks until she eventualy became a
member of several Melbourne bonsal clubs.

RBS Mambers: $70
Non Members: $85

Simutanecusly, her thirst for knowledge and expermentation led her 1o | Observers: $10
explore Australlan natives 35 bonsal specimens. In 2012, sha embarkad on Sunday 24 May —

ner joumay by acquiring over forty different species as tude stock. Marcsia's 5:00AM-11:30 or
entusiasm for Australlan natves knows no bounds, 3s she eageny 12:30-4:00PM
encourages others 10 delve Into this unique art form, recognizing hat once 347-371 Birkdale Road,
one Is capiivated, there's no tuming back. Wellinggon Point

In 2013, Marcala played 3 pivotal role In establishing the Victoran Native
Bonsal Clud, which exciusively focuses on Ausiralan native spacies,
reflecting the growing demand for such specialzed knowiedge.

As 3 bonsa pmfessionanerapproaentosmhgankesaualmbalmee
pesween adhering to classical :2chniques and Jlowing e naturd fom of
the tree to guide her decisions.

Contact 0434 127 016 - Karen (Membership Co-orainator)
Emal: reamusma@mal.m

Bimer and Scott Martin 4 and 5 July 2026
Scott Martin will be demonstrating at the Bimer club meeting on Saturday, 4th July 2026.

On Sunday 5th July, Scott will be running two workshops - 9am — 12pm & 1pm —4pm. Priced at $50. Limited
to six Bimer members per workshop. Early registration is essential. Email info@bimerbonsai.org.au to regis-
ter, advising which session you would like. Please pay the $50 workshop fee via bank transfer or in person at
the next club meeting.

Account Name: Bimer Bonsai Club Incorporated, Bank of Queensland BSB: 124 011, Account Number:
10112801.

Note: When paying by direct deposit, you must include your name in the reference field.
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Sunshine Coast Bonsai Society show: 24 and 25 October 2026
Friday 17 October - Pre-entry. Friday 24 October - trees delivered to Hall (1.00 to 5.00pm) Buderim War,
Memorial Hall.

Somethings - For Sale

Our bonsai friend, Bradley Barlow is selling his collection.

30 years’ worth, over 1,000 items, including bonsai pots,
doban (clay tablets), suiseki trays, stands, tables,
companion stones and accessories.

Lay-by, cash or card. But, strictly by appointment: 0417
796 400 or Bradjen@powerup.com.au.

[Doban photo by way of example only ... not one of the
items. Examples with holes through them allowed for a
string to be threaded through and may have been worn
as charms. Ed.]
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Marie Hewartson Bonsai
Pottery

Newsletter May 2026

Facebook

Quality handmade pots of all
forms and sizes.

Email: Mariehewartson@gmail.com

Facebook Link:
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=10008

BSQ members page for us to share our bonsai
experiences.
https://www.facebook.com/groups/52482539151

8170/ ?ref=share

4353229151

Brisbane International Bonsai
School

The public group dedicated to Kusamono and
Shitakusa (companion plants).
https://www.facebook.com/groups/11168020219
96594 /?ref=share

Tony Bebb is one of Australia's most experienced
and respected bonsai artist and teacher. He has
almost 40 years working as a bonsai professional
and has been teaching locally since 1990,
nationally since 1997 and internationally since

Check out Tony’s
bonsai tours and the
school on his
Facebook page.

Message or call Tony
on 0438452105.

Bonsai Stands and Stones

Committee
President Glenn 0409 894 227
Vice-President Brad
Secretary Cassandra
Treasurer Alex
Newsletter Editor Tony D
Librarian Debra
Alain
Contact
The Bonsai Society of Queensland Inc.
PO Box 246,
Carina 4152

Follow us on Facebook.
Website: www.bonsaisocietyqld.asn.au
E-mail: mail@bonsaisocietyqld.asn.au

Want to advertise?

Lindsay Bebb has on-line shop with a wide range
of stands and stones. The stands are made by
Lindsay with prices to suit all budgets.

www.bonsai-stands-and-stones.com

Swap things and services

Got too many bonsai things? Advertise them on a
swap basis. What bonsai things would you swap
your excess bonsai things for?

Swap bonsai services with a bonsai friend?

Let us know if you’re interested in advertising.

Let the secretary know via our email address that
you want to advertise your business or bonsai
related services. No charge. Send some script and
a photo or two.

If you or a bonsai friend wish to sell bonsai,
equipment, etc. we can send an all members
email with relevant information. Free of charge.
You can provide some contact details, photos, etc.
You can arrange a viewing with any interested
parties.
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