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President’s Message 

January’s workshop was a great start to the year. It was unfortunate that I was only able to be there for the 
second half as I had just returned from New Zealand that day. Thank you to all those that participated and 
helped to set up and clean up. Thank you also to the committee members that organised and ran the day. I 
was disappointed to miss the sausage sizzle, but very pleased to hear how well attended the workshop was 
for the day. 
 
Bonsai Horizons is coming. You should already know about our big event for the year, Bonsai Horizons on the 
21st and 22nd of March. Thank you to the many people who have registered. It will a great weekend that 
will live up to the motto of “sharing bonsai knowledge and friendship”. 
 
The headline acts are Koji Hiramatsu and Scott Martin. This follows the tradition of having excellent artists at 
Bonsai Horizons over the years, including ‘our own’ Tony Bebb. It will look a bit different this year as we are 
utilising the facilities at Whites Hill State College. The upside to this is the cost is much lower this year, and 
the activities will be as good, if not better. Have a look at the program on our website under the events 
section and consider registering. 

 
Note there is no meeting in March as we will be 
enjoying Bonsai Horizons. 
 
Part of Bonsai Horizons is the Bonsai Horizons 
Trophy competition. This brings a lot of interest 
to the weekend and is an exciting point of 
discussion. Delegates are eligible to enter. Five 
bonsai will be selected for display at Bonsai 
Horizons via photo selection. Delegates will vote 
to select the winning display. The owner of the 
bonsai with the most votes will receive a trophy 
and $150 prize money. Full entry details have 
been sent to registered delegates. It’s not too 
late to enter. 
 
This month’s beginner session will be about 
bonsai styles, structure and tree selection. 
Remember this starts at 11am, as does the 
general workshop. 
 
For the afternoon meeting starting at 1.30pm we 
have Alain talking about how to fix problem 
trees. Well, he actually said he would be talking 
about embarrassing trees, but what he has 
achieved is anything but embarrassing. Then we 
will have a challenge session for three bonsai 

artists working on three (3) medium sized sargent junipers (Juniperus chinensis var. sargentii). These trees 
will be raffled, and the winners can get involved in the choice of styling. This will be a fun afternoon full of 
information. 
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Activities For This Month - Tony D 

February 2026. 
 
Last month and this month are usually very hot. They 
haven’t disappointed in that regard. 
 
I’ve found that it’s even been necessary to water twice 
each day. I have a bonsai friend whose house block is so 
hot and dry that sometimes he’s had to water three times 
per day. 
 
I can only guess what Tony W. does on the really hot days. 
 
Bonsai can get very stressed with the heat. 
 
Activities for February should include reading a bonsai 
book or two because it’s just too hot. 
 

I’ve been reading a loaner book from Phil (Jacaranda Phil). Here’s a short book review for you on Modern 
Bonsai Practice (501 Principles of Good Bonsai Horticulture (‘MBP’) by Larry Morton 
(Copyright@LarryMorton,2016). I can do that and quote from it because it ‘says so’ on the second page. It 
happens that the book includes some useful things for us to do. 
 
MBP is a book on bonsai that is pretty negative because the author quotes lots of what he calls ‘bonsai 
myths’. The author counters the myths with briefly described ‘scientific facts’. Sometimes, if there’s no 
science available, he uses that to counter the myth. He then provides a principle – 501 of them. From my 
observations, the book is a self-published thing and suffers from the 
absence of a professional editor or two. I found it confusing. 
 
On the other hand, there’s useful information that translates from 
the author’s northern hemisphere experience to us. 
 
The chapters are: soil or substrate, fertilizers, roots, branches, 
pruning and manipulation, foliage, potting, watering, and 
challenges. There’s an extensive photo gallery at the end of the 
book of bonsai by and photographed by Walter Pall. 
 
The one takeaway for me was the author’s conclusion that slow-release fertilizer beads are the most 
effective fertilizer for bonsai (page 50, principle #134). He goes out of his way to ‘bust’ myths around liquid 
fertilizers, supplements, etc. His argument goes that bonsai need water, air and sunlight to grow. 

 
The problem is that bonsai substrates (potting mediums) are usually inorganic 
and inert. He explains that our contribution of fertilizers represents only one (1) 
percent of a bonsai’s needs - elements. The remainder is provided by water, air 
and sunlight through which a bonsai creates its ‘food’ – sugars etc. – 
‘photosynthate’ (page 19 principle #10). Trees growing in the ground (soil) get 
that one percent of elements from the things in the ground. 
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There are lots of brands of slow or controlled release fertilizers – the picture is just for fun. I guess that the 
author is saying that you don’t need the most exotic and expensive one on the market. During February in 
Brisbane’s hot weather, it’s important to maintain a steady and not to excessive application of fertilizers. 
 

The other thing that I like about some of the author’s explanations and something apt for us 
in February in Brisbane is that ‘[r]oots inside pots can’t tolerate high or low temperature 
extremes [to the same extent] as the plant’s aboveground parts.’ (page 82, principle #269) 
A bonsai pot is not a good insulator. That’s why I advise that if your bonsai are subjected to 
extreme high temperatures, you should cover the pot surface with shade cloth or have your 
bonsai in semi-shade or whatever you can do to keep the roots a little cooler. 
 
I recently read in a newsletter that a wet towel draped over a bonsai pot can assist to keep 
the roots cool if the bonsai is in full sun. 
 

At page 83, the author explains that at a temperature of 42 degrees centigrade, roots cannot take up water 
and essential elements and can die. I guess that this may depend on the species too. 
 
501 principles are a lot to jam into 207 pages along with a photo gallery from pages 210 to 334. Some nice 
bonsai though. I like that sometimes there are several photos of the same bonsai at different times of the 
year. 
 
That’s it for the book review for the time being. If you have a favourite bonsai book, let me know. I like to 
read widely. 

‘Water in Action’ – Gardening Australia Magazine 

Something to consider and understand …  
 

‘Water in soil dissolves and transports nutrients for plant uptake, fills soil voids to keep roots moist, 
and supports beneficial organisms. It also regulates soil temperature and drives essential chemical 
and biological processes, helping plants stay healthy and soil remain fertile.’ Gardening Australia 
[Magazine] October 2025 page 61 [article by AB Bishop go with the flow]. 

 
The above translates into bonsai practice with the qualification that bonsai substrates (potting mediums) are 
often completely inorganic – no ‘beneficial organisms’, which can be a problem. That, in part is why some 
bonsai growers put their developing pre-bonsai trees in the ground/soil for a season or two. They grow 
better. [Editor.] 

January 2026 meeting and barbeque 

Our January meeting involved a workshop, which attracted a record number of members. There was lots of 
time to work on trees and more experienced members were available to assist with advice, etc. 
 
We had a barbeque at 12.30 pm. We tried some mini sausages this time. They went pretty well. I guess that 
people still like ordinary thin sausages. We had some Cos lettuce and shredded cheese available. 
 
Afternoon tea as usual. 
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I had reports that our sister clubs have been putting on barbeques as well. There were some suggestions 
about how to extend the ‘gourmetness’ of our barbeques. 

Member profile – Can you guess? Let’s say ‘X’ … by the editor 

1. How long have you been practising bonsai? 
 
A very long time – decades. 
 
2. What got you interested in bonsai? 
 
Don’t remember … maybe a book, a movie, the bonsai course I did at Ithica or my first trip to Japan … I don’t 
know. 
 
3. What was your first bonsai? 
 
Don’t remember … I’ve had so many firsts. 
 
4. What style(s) or species of bonsai do you like most? 
 
Any species that doesn’t die, is quick to develop and that will take severe bending. Us old guys don’t have 
that many years left to use species that are inappropriate for bonsai. 
 
5. Any other comments on anything bonsai related? 
 
Yes, don’t waste your time on too many trees and on trees that are just no good … ‘bin them’. I’ve thrown 
away more trees than most people. Also, start early … when you’re young. I still like to propagate trees for 
bonsai. 
 
[Thanks X for your answers. I note that you are generous with your time, expertise and advice. I like your 
philosophy of getting as many bonsai out among people as possible. Also, when you sell trees – they are 
reasonably priced.] 

Bonsai Horizons – Whites Hill State College, Camp Hill 

You bet! Home grown. Same great bonsai ‘conference’ experience at a fraction of the cost to you. 
 
When: Saturday and Sunday 21 and 22 March 2026 from 9.00 am to 4.00 pm both days. Yes, that’s on our 
usual meeting Saturday for March. No meeting, but you can do bonsai on the Saturday, as usual. 
 
Where: Whites Hill State College, Camp Hill. 
 
Where can I stay? The Camp Hill Hotel on Old Cleveland Road is pretty close to the venue (Whites Hill State 
College). If you haven’t visited, it’s been gentrified – foods good and the rooms are motel style. Plenty of 
parking. 
 
What: Details on our website: Events – Bonsai Society of Queensland. Note that registrants/delegates are 
eligible to enter the Bonsai Horizons Trophy Competition. Delegates can submit a photo of one or two 

https://bonsaisocietyqld.asn.au/Events/#!event-list
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bonsai as entries. Five (5) trees will be selected for display at the event and put to a vote for a cash prize and 
trophy. 
 
How: Registration – a bit of information to assist you. 
 
Register via the website. Go to the ‘Find out more’ button on the upcoming events section. Then click on the 
Bonsai Horizons event in March. Read the information, then go to the bottom of the page to click the 
registration button. You can choose either both days for full registration or Saturday or for single day 
registration. 
 
Registration for workshops will only be available after you choose your registration type, for example full 
registration or a day registration. We’ve limited access to workshops based on registration, for example if 
you only register for Saturday, you are only eligible to attend Saturday workshops. Full event registration has 
access to all workshops. Each workshop has 6 (six) spaces only. When these are filled our system will show 
us that the workshop is full. 
 
Once you have registered and paid, you will receive an email automatically. 
 
If there’s a problem registering, send us an email (see the end of this newsletter). 

Beginner’s course 

The course content will be: 
 

Month Module  

February Bonsai styles, structure and tree 
selection. 

 

April Wiring and shaping.  

June Pruning, pots and repotting.  

August Keeping your bonsai healthy.  

October Bonsai maintenance and 
development. 

 

 
These sessions will be held from 11am to 1pm on the meeting day for that month. On the alternate months 
from 11am to 1pm will be a beginner’s workshop supported by tutors. Interested? you can join in anytime. 
 
This builds on the great work of Phil, Tony W and James over the past couple of years, and we thank them 
very much for the work done to get this started. It is exciting to develop this further from the excellent 
beginning. 

Meetings 

 

 Morning Session Meeting 

Date 11.00am – 1.00pm 1.30pm – 2.30pm 2.45pm – 4.30pm 

February 21st Beginner’s Class: 
Bonsai styles, 

Fixing bonsai problems. 
Discussion led by Alain. 

Three (3) trees with 

BSQ artists. 
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structure and tree 
selection. 

March 21st and 
22nd 

Bonsai Horizons weekend – 9.00 am to 4.00 pm each day. 

April 18th Beginner’s Class: 
wiring and shaping. 

Advanced wiring with 
Brad. 

To be advised. 

 
Note: program is subject to change and times for sessions are indicative, variations will be advised prior. 
Please have a look at our club website for updates on monthly meetings. 
 
Meeting Routines: We’ve had feedback that some of our meeting routines are not obvious to the many new 
members. We want everyone to feel welcomed. We hope that it will assist by detailing some aspects of the 
routine. 
 
In our meetings we break for afternoon tea. The club provides tea, coffee, milk, sugar and disposable cups. 
We want to phase out the use of disposable cups, so we ask that members bring their own reusable cups, or 
use one of the club’s mugs/cups. If you use a club cup, please wash and dry it after use. 
 
As for the food for afternoon tea, we request that members bring something to share - for example a packet 
of biscuits. Probably, nothing that requires cutting up or heating, unless you really want to do that or you 
love sharing your baking. Clearly, not every member and not every month. 
On special club meetings, we provide a sausage sizzle, which is announced in the newsletter of the month 
before. We usually have afternoon tea as well. 
 
In anticipation of your help, thank you. 
 
Please let us know if there are other things that need clarification in respect of club meetings, events, 
memberships, etc. 
 
We propose to introduce more signs and information at meetings to assist. 
 
As members, we should welcome new members and visitors and offer to assist them as much as we can. 

Directions to the meeting, exhibition and Bonsai Horizons 

Whites Hill State College Hall – 138 Burn Street, Camp Hill, 4152 
 

 

Please enter the school grounds via the Burn Street gate nearest to Samuel Street. 
There is parking inside the school grounds as shown. There is also plenty of on 

street parking and the pedestrian gate in front of the hall will be open. 
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Other clubs 

Please check each club’s website or contact them for events that are in addition to club meetings. 
 

Which club? What Dates and Location 

Bimer Bonsai Club 

Wavell Heights Community Hall 

events@bimerbonsai.org.au or 

www.bimerbonsai.org.au 

Meetings. First Saturday of the month, 

except January. 

1-4 pm. 

Wavell Heights Community 

Hall, 76 Cressey St, Brisbane 

Queensland 4012. 

Gold Coast Tweed Bonsai Club 

GoldCoastBonsaiClub@gmail.com 

Meetings. Second Saturday of each 

month, except January. 

10am-4pm. 

Carrara Community Centre, 

Neilsens Rd., Gold Coast, 

4211 (M1 Exit 73). 

Redlands Bonsai 

redlandsbonsai@gmail.com 

http://redlandsbonsai.org or 

www.facebook.com/RedlandsBonsaiSociety 

Meetings. Fourth Saturday of each 

month, except December. 

10:30am-4pm. 
Wellington Point Recreation 

Hall, 347-371 Birkdale Rd, 

Wellington Point, 4160. 

Sunshine Coast Bonsai Society 

scbsbonsai@gmail.com 

www.sunshinecoastbonsaisociety.org.au 

Meetings. 

 

Fourth Saturday of each 

month, except September 

and December. 

1- 4pm. 

CWA Hall 104 Memorial 

Drive, Maroochydore. 

 

mailto:events@bimerbonsai.org.au
https://d.docs.live.net/ecc1e4c0b7b3ec5f/文档/Current/www.bimerbonsai.org.au
https://d.docs.live.net/ecc1e4c0b7b3ec5f/文档/Current/GoldCoastBonsaiClub@gmail.com
https://d.docs.live.net/ecc1e4c0b7b3ec5f/文档/Current/redlandsbonsai@gmail.com
http://redlandsbonsai.org/
http://www.facebook.com/RedlandsBonsaiSociety
mailto:scbsbonsai@gmail.com
https://d.docs.live.net/ecc1e4c0b7b3ec5f/文档/Current/www.sunshinecoastbonsaisociety.org.au
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Marie Hewartson Bonsai 

Pottery 

 
Quality handmade pots of all 
forms and sizes. 
 
 
 

Email: Mariehewartson@gmail.com 
Facebook Link: 
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=10008
4353229151 

Brisbane International Bonsai 

School 

Tony Bebb is one of Australia's most experienced 
and respected bonsai artist and teacher. He has 
almost 40 years working as a bonsai professional 
and has been teaching locally since 1990, 
nationally since 1997 and internationally since 
2005. 

Check out Tony’s 
bonsai tours and the 
school on his 
Facebook page. 
 
Message or call Tony 
on 0438452105. 
 
 
 

Bonsai Stands and Stones 
Lindsay Bebb has on-line shop with a wide range 
of stands and stones. The stands are made by 
Lindsay with prices to suit all budgets. 

www.bonsai-stands-and-stones.com 

Swap things and services 
Got too many bonsai things? Advertise them on a 
swap basis. What bonsai things would you swap 
your excess bonsai things for? 
Swap bonsai services with a bonsai friend? 
Let us know if you’re interested in advertising. 

Facebook 
 
BSQ members page for us to share our bonsai 
experiences. 
https://www.facebook.com/groups/52482539151
8170/?ref=share 
 
The public group dedicated to Kusamono and 
Shitakusa (companion plants). 
https://www.facebook.com/groups/11168020219
96594/?ref=share 

Committee 

President Glenn 0409 894 227 
Vice-President Brad  
Secretary Cassandra  
Treasurer Alex  
Newsletter Editor Tony D  
Librarian Debra  
 Alain  
   
   

Contact 

The Bonsai Society of Queensland Inc.  
PO Box 246,  
Carina 4152 
 
Follow us on Facebook. 
Website: www.bonsaisocietyqld.asn.au 
E-mail: mail@bonsaisocietyqld.asn.au 

Want to advertise? 

Let the secretary know via our email address that 
you want to advertise your business or bonsai 
related services. No charge. Send some script and 
a photo or two. 
 
If you or a bonsai friend wish to sell bonsai, 
equipment, etc. we can send an all members 
email with relevant information. Free of charge. 
You can provide some contact details, photos, etc. 
You can arrange a viewing with any interested 
parties. 

mailto:Mariehewartson@gmail.com
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.facebook.com%2Fprofile.php%3Fid%3D100084353229151&data=05|01|keith.ireland%40alsglobal.com|ffa563deab4f4b915e8a08da95df3a96|485ca04e6f7440509764cdb4bfa89c25|0|0|637987083274545132|Unknown|TWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D|3000|||&sdata=Rww2iDrTjruXBkQ4njm%2BBMl0pQYfDPUFWQcq8B2BcKI%3D&reserved=0
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.facebook.com%2Fprofile.php%3Fid%3D100084353229151&data=05|01|keith.ireland%40alsglobal.com|ffa563deab4f4b915e8a08da95df3a96|485ca04e6f7440509764cdb4bfa89c25|0|0|637987083274545132|Unknown|TWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D|3000|||&sdata=Rww2iDrTjruXBkQ4njm%2BBMl0pQYfDPUFWQcq8B2BcKI%3D&reserved=0
http://www.bonsai-stands-and-stones.com/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/524825391518170/?ref=share
https://www.facebook.com/groups/524825391518170/?ref=share
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1116802021996594/?ref=share
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1116802021996594/?ref=share
http://www.bonsaisocietyqld.asn.au/
mailto:mail@bonsaisocietyqld.asn.au

