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President’s Message 

Welcome back for another year of bonsai knowledge and friendship. This year will be an exciting one with 
many activities, demonstrations, and workshops. Your committee has been working hard to organise the 
year ahead. We look forward to seeing you at our traditional workshop day to start the year. We will kick off 
at 11am on Saturday the 17th of January. A great way to catch up after the festive season. 

This year we bring back our Bonsai Horizons weekend in March. It will look a little different to previous as it 
will be run at our usual meeting venue. This will make it a more affordable event for all. However, this year 
we will host our first international demonstrator, Koji Hiramatsu, he will be joined by interstate 
demonstrator Scott Martin. Please go to our website to find out more about the program and registration, 
details on how to do this are later in this newsletter.  

The beginner’s program will start again in February. This will follow the same topics as last year. Please join 
the program if you have not done so already or catch up on any topics you have missed. The program 
sessions will start at 11am every second month, then on alternate month beginners are encouraged to join 
the beginners workshop table. This is a great opportunity to get started with bonsai. 

Train the trainer program will continue this year. This provides additional advance information and activities 
to extend our advanced bonsai artists. These sessions are provided at no or minimal cost. Those involved are 
encouraged to give back by providing a short presentation or a newsletter article perhaps. It is a great way to 
extend your knowledge and give back to others. If you are interested in joining these sessions, please let the 
committee know. 

Looking forward to seeing you at this month’s workshop. 

 

Activities For This Month - Tony D 

January 2026. 
 
So, what’s been happening over the Christmas break? 
 
You should have been busy pruning all that lovely growth to maintain the various styles of your bonsai. Or 
you could just be admiring the growth that’s developing the structure of your tree. You could stare at the 
tree deciding on what to prune back to build branch structure. Growth that is directed is the best … no real 
use letting your bonsai go too far and badly out of shape. Though everyone needs to let their hair down now 
and then. 
 
I’ve been getting reports of leaf damage to a few species – blackened areas in leaves and yellow leaves. I find 



Bonsai Society of Queensland 

Page 2 
 

that the high temperatures and humidity this (and next month) can result in damage to leaves and whole 
trees. It’s just ‘too darn hot’. Remember that shade cloth over your trees or dappled shade from tall trees 
can reduce the heat. I’ve read that our trees enjoy a misting as well. Though be careful, mist at times of the 
day when the water will dry from leaves, etc. 
 
Another way to reduce heat stress is to ensure that our trees are healthy. A regime of applying seaweed 
solution, some sort of liquid fertilizer, trace elements and ‘silica and potash’ solution will benefit the trees. 
 
Looking back – what’s my point? 
 
Three years ago (2023) at this time (January) I did some work on a willow leaf fig. The photos show the cut 
back when I acquired the out of shape tree just before Christmas 2022 and a new Marie H. pot, which was a 
lovely gift. I’m on a promise to bring it to an exhibition. I’m working on a stand and accent plant/item. 
 
The previous caretaker’s tag shows 1989. If a tree could talk. I ascribe no fault to the previous owner for the 
state it was in. I acquired the tree through a donation to a charity. I hope to move the tree on in a similar 
fashion. 
 
The photo below shows the branches I cut off and the branches that I retained. 
 
There was some initial growth after the big cut back. A couple of repots since then and some cut back of 
growth, including removal of some doubled up branches (the insurance policies) … some wire. I retained the 
‘new pot’ throughout. 
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Not pretty, but it had only been two months 
after the cut back when the photo was taken. 
 
The photo shows that two of the three 
branches (stumps) were removed after the 
tree began to shoot. 
 
Front view. At the time, I planned that the 
remaining branch would end up being the 
direction of the tree. 
 
 
 
January 2024 … (back view) … 
 
I was advised to let the tree grow with the 
objective of getting thick lower primary 
branches. 
 
And to leave as many branches as possible – 
for insurance. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Now a photo in January 2026. How time flies … not really … there were a lot of events packed into those 
three years. I’d advise myself not to look back. 
 
Front (direction of the tree – to the left)                       Back 
 

 
 
There’s still a lot of growing to be done, but the fundamentals are there. One day I’ll know that it’s time to 
present the little tree to the bonsai community. 
 
What’s my point? My point is that it’s important to do useful things in bonsai terms whenever you can … 
that is, things that advance your trees … no need for too many things all at once. Have a reason for what you 
do – a plan/objective for the tree would be good. So, get going. 
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How long can tree roots live without leaves? 

A bonsai friend asked the question, got an answer and sent me the link. It’s my first AI fueled enquiry. I agree 
Phil, it’s amazing. 
 
The answer to the question is – from a few months to decades in the ground depending on the species. 
You’ve probably experienced it when you’ve given one of your bonsai a severe ‘hair cut’. Sometimes, the 
tree survives and sometimes not. 
 
In the case of a bonsai (in a pot, not in the ground) a severe reduction in leaves means reduced 
photosynthesis. So, survival depends on whether the tree has some ‘stored energy’ – carbohydrates in the 
roots. If the leaf trimming occurs in autumn or early spring, rather than at the height of summer the tree has 
a chance to grow more leaves. It’s relevant to understand the species you’re dealing with. Junipers and pines 
don’t react well to severe leaf and branch pruning. 
 
My bonsai friends recommend that I work on part of, not the whole of a juniper or pine when styling that 
involves leaf and/or branch trimming and wiring. So, I work on single areas over time during the optimum 
pruning times. At some workshops I’ve attended the bonsai professional will get me to do a fair bit of 
pruning and styling in one go. But, that’s workshops and limited time. I’ve learned that some preparatory 
work before-hand reduces the need for major work to be done during the workshop. 
 
One of south-east Queensland’s ‘experts’ recommends separating leaf/branch pruning (styling) and root-
pruning by a month or more. Not all at once. Another bonsai professional says that you can do both, 
provided that you limit the amount of leaf/branch removal and root pruning – a balanced amount for each. 
But, not too much of either – it weakens the tree. 
 
I’d suggest that you go lightly on your styling and root pruning efforts, unless you’ve got experience and 
confidence in that experience with styling and root pruning. You can always go back and do some more later. 

November 2025 meeting and AGM 

Our November/Christmas club meeting included our Annual General Meeting. The president and committee 
were elected. There were a couple of changes to the committee. Notably, Keith is taking a sabbatical from 
the committee. And a couple of committee members retired. Alex continues as our treasurer and Cassandra 
as our secretary. Glenn – president. 
 
As members of the club, we should appreciate and applaud the volunteer efforts of all committee members, 
especially those with the workload of the core positions. A lot goes on behind the scenes. I’ve been assisting 
Cassandra with the secretary role recently. As a result, I’ve seen behind the scenes the set-up for Bonsai 
Horizons registration that Cassandra has done. All I can say is that there’s a lot of skill (IT/technical), effort 
and proficiency in what she does for the club – wow! I know that Glenn has been doing something similar for 
years in the background, but with our website, it’s been taken to a whole new level. By the way, he’s still 
involved. 
 
Members donated items for the silent auction, which resulted in a donation to Movember – Changing the 
face of men’s health. Thank-you everyone. There were some ‘really nice’ silent auction items donated by the 
‘godparents’ of Australian bonsai. 
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Members contributed delicacies to eat. 
 
As is usual for that time of the year, a threatening storm sent most home post haste, I think around 4.00 pm. 

Member profile – Amanda (afternoon tea) 

1. How long have you been practising bonsai? 
 
I’m very much in the beginner category, having only started learning bonsai artistry from scratch within the 
last 12 months. Who would have known just how much is involved in creating small unique trees in a pot? 
 
2. What got you interested in bonsai? 
 
I enjoy gardening and love flowers, and about two years ago my in-laws purchased a beautiful bonsai for me. 
Once it survived its first year, my curiosity was sparked. I started Googling bonsai and soon discovered the 
Brisbane bonsai clubs. 
 
3. What was your first bonsai? 
 
My first bonsai was an orange-flowered variegated bougainvillea. It’s still surviving! It had a rough second 
year, but I’m hopeful it will flourish again. 
 
4. What style(s) or species of bonsai do you like most? 
 
Discovering just how many species can be used for bonsai has been eye-opening. Learning about native 
plants as bonsai has been especially interesting, who would have thought Australia has so many species 
suited to bonsai! 
 
Attending the club’s open day and seeing members’ beautiful trees have been incredibly inspiring. I’ve started 
a “wish list” (which never seems to get shorter!), including Harland’s box and mirror bush. I’d also love to 
create a mini forest with Serissa foetida as a starting point. Recently, I’ve acquired a trident maple and a 
double-trunk juniper, which I’m looking forward to developing over the coming year. 
 
5. Any other comments on anything bonsai related? 
 
I’d like to sincerely thank all the members who continue to welcome newcomers into the club. Your 
generosity with your time and willingness to share your knowledge has been invaluable. Like many others, I 
still have so much to learn, and I’m really excited about Bonsai Horizon in March, watching three incredible 
experts at their craft. 
 
I’ve also been lucky enough in my first year to observe bonsai artists Marcela Ferreira, Marija Hajdić and 
Hugh Grant. I’d definitely recommend being an observer if you haven’t done so before. 
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I’ve also included 
three photos of 
Marcela, Marija, and 
Hugh. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

6. You completed the beginners’ course last year, what were 
your impressions, and would you recommend it to new 
members? 
 
I was amazed to learn there are bonsai clubs in Brisbane with such 
a wonderful mix of genders and age groups. It was an added bonus 
to discover that the club offers a free beginners’ course with 
comprehensive notes. The classes have been extremely helpful, 
and it doesn’t matter when you join during the year, it’s always a 
great time to get involved. 
 

I love the passion members have for their bonsai trees, and it has definitely rubbed off on me. I’m excited for 
the next 12 months, building on what I learned in the course and continuing to learn from fellow members. I 
wish everyone a healthy and happy 2026. 
 
[Thanks Amanda for your answers. You’re an inspiration to beginners and to veterans. Thank-you for being 
so involved in the club, for your enthusiasm and developing your bonsai skills.] 

Bonsai Horizons – Whites Hill State College, Camp Hill 

You bet! Home grown. Same great bonsai ‘conference’ experience at a fraction of the cost to you. 
 
When: Saturday and Sunday 21 and 22 March 2026 from 9.00 am to 4.00 pm both days. Yes, that’s on our 
usual meeting Saturday for March. No meeting, but you can do bonsai on the Saturday, as usual. 
 
Where: Whites Hill State College, Camp Hill. 
 
Where can I stay? The Camp Hill Hotel on Old Cleveland Road is pretty close to the venue (Whites Hill State 
College). If you haven’t visited, it’s been gentrified – foods good and the rooms are motel style. Plenty of 
parking. 
 
What: Details on our website: Events – Bonsai Society of Queensland.  
 
How: Registration – a bit of information to assist you. 
 
Register via the website. Go to the “Find out more” button on the upcoming events section. Then click on 
the Bonsai Horizons event in March. Read the information, then go to the bottom of the page to click the 
registration button. You can choose either both days for full registration or Saturday or for single day 
registration. 

https://bonsaisocietyqld.asn.au/Events/#!event-list
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Registration for workshops will only be available after you choose your registration type, for example full 
registration or a day registration. We’ve limited access to workshops based on registration, for example if 
you only register for Saturday, you are only eligible to attend Saturday workshops. Full event registration has 
access to all workshops. Each workshop has 6 (six) spaces only. When these are filled our system will show 
us that the workshop is full. 
 
Once you have registered and paid, you will receive an email automatically. 
 
If there’s a problem registering, send us an email (see the end of this newsletter). 

Beginner’s course 

The course content will be: 
 

Month Module  

February Bonsai styles, structure and tree 
selection. 

 

April Wiring and shaping.  

June Pruning, pots and repotting.  

August Keeping your bonsai healthy.  

October Bonsai maintenance and 
development. 

 

 
These sessions will be held from 11am to 1pm on the meeting day for that month. On the alternate months 
from 11am to 1pm will be a beginner’s workshop supported by tutors. Interested? you can join in anytime. 
 
This builds on the great work of Tony W and James over the past couple of years, and we thank them very 
much for the work done to get this started. It is exciting to develop this further from the excellent beginning. 

Meetings 

 
 

 Morning Session Meeting 

Date 11.00am – 1.00pm 1.30pm – 2.30pm 2.45pm – 4.30pm 

January 17th Workshop and sausage sizzle lunch (around 12.30 pm). 

February 21st Beginner’s Class: 
Bonsai styles, 
structure and tree 
selection. 

Fixing bonsai problems. 
Discussion led by Alain. 

Three (3) trees with 

BSQ artists. 

March 21st and 
22nd 

Bonsai Horizons weekend – 9.00 am to 4.00 pm each day. 

 
Note: program is subject to change and times for sessions are indicative, variations will be advised prior. 
Please have a look at our club website for updates on monthly meetings. 
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Meeting Routines: We’ve had feedback that some of our meeting routines are not obvious to the many new 
members. We want everyone to feel welcomed. We hope that it will assist by detailing some aspects of the 
routine. 
 
In our meetings we break for afternoon tea. The club provides tea, coffee, milk, sugar and disposable cups. 
We want to phase out the use of disposable cups, so we ask that members bring their own reusable cups, or 
use one of the club’s mugs/cups. If you use a club cup, please wash and dry it after use. 
 
As for the food for afternoon tea, we request that members bring something to share - for example a packet 
of biscuits. Probably, nothing that requires cutting up or heating, unless you really want to do that or you 
love sharing your baking. Clearly, not every member and not every month. 
On special club meetings, we provide a sausage sizzle, which is announced in the newsletter of the month 
before. We usually have afternoon tea as well. 
 
In anticipation of your help, thank you. 
 
Please let us know if there are other things that need clarification in respect of club meetings, events, 
memberships, etc. 
We propose to introduce more signs and information at meetings to assist. 
 
As members, we should be welcoming of new members and visitors and assist them as much as we can. 

Directions to the meeting, exhibition and Bonsai Horizons 

Whites Hill State College Hall – 138 Burn Street, Camp Hill, 4152 
 

 

Please enter the school grounds via the Burn Street gate nearest to Samuel Street. 
There is parking inside the school grounds as shown. There is also plenty of on 

street parking and the pedestrian gate in front of the hall will be open. 

Other clubs 

Please check each club’s website or contact them for events that are in addition to club meetings. 
 

Which club? What Dates and Location 

Bimer Bonsai Club 

Wavell Heights Community Hall 

events@bimerbonsai.org.au or 

Meetings. First Saturday of the month, 

except January. 

1-4 pm. 

mailto:events@bimerbonsai.org.au
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www.bimerbonsai.org.au Wavell Heights Community 

Hall, 76 Cressey St, Brisbane 

Queensland 4012. 

Gold Coast Tweed Bonsai Club 

GoldCoastBonsaiClub@gmail.com 

Meetings. Second Saturday of each 

month, except January. 

10am-4pm. 

Carrara Community Centre, 

Neilsens Rd., Gold Coast, 

4211 (M1 Exit 73). 

Redlands Bonsai 

redlandsbonsai@gmail.com 

http://redlandsbonsai.org or 

www.facebook.com/RedlandsBonsaiSociety 

Meetings. Fourth Saturday of each 

month, except December. 

10:30am-4pm. 
Wellington Point Recreation 

Hall, 347-371 Birkdale Rd, 

Wellington Point, 4160. 

Sunshine Coast Bonsai Society 

scbsbonsai@gmail.com 

www.sunshinecoastbonsaisociety.org.au 

Meetings. 

 

Fourth Saturday of each 

month, except September 

and December. 

1- 4pm. 

CWA Hall 104 Memorial 

Drive, Maroochydore. 

 

 
 

www.bimerbonsai.org.au
GoldCoastBonsaiClub@gmail.com
redlandsbonsai@gmail.com
http://redlandsbonsai.org/
http://www.facebook.com/RedlandsBonsaiSociety
mailto:scbsbonsai@gmail.com
www.sunshinecoastbonsaisociety.org.au
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Marie Hewartson Bonsai 

Pottery 

 
Quality handmade pots of all 
forms and sizes. 
 
 
 

Email: Mariehewartson@gmail.com 
Facebook Link: 
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=10008
4353229151 

Brisbane International Bonsai 

School 

Tony Bebb is one of Australia's most experienced 
and respected bonsai artist and teacher. He has 
almost 40 years working as a bonsai professional 
and has been teaching locally since 1990, 
nationally since 1997 and internationally since 
2005. 

Check out Tony’s 
bonsai tours and the 
school on his 
Facebook page. 
 
Message or call Tony 
on 0438452105. 
 
 
 

Bonsai Stands and Stones 
Lindsay Bebb has on-line shop with a wide range 
of stands and stones. The stands are made by 
Lindsay with prices to suit all budgets. 

www.bonsai-stands-and-stones.com 

Swap things and services 
Got too many bonsai things? Advertise them on a 
swap basis. What bonsai things would you swap 
your excess bonsai things for? 
Swap bonsai services with a bonsai friend? 
Let us know if you’re interested in advertising. 

Facebook 
 
BSQ members page for us to share our bonsai 
experiences. 
https://www.facebook.com/groups/52482539151
8170/?ref=share 
 
The public group dedicated to Kusamono and 
Shitakusa (companion plants). 
https://www.facebook.com/groups/11168020219
96594/?ref=share 

Committee 

President Glenn 0409 894 227 
Vice-President Brad  
Secretary Cassandra  
Treasurer Alex  
Newsletter Editor Tony D  
Librarian Debra  
 Alain  
   
   

Contact 

The Bonsai Society of Queensland Inc.  
PO Box 246,  
Carina 4152 
 
Follow us on Facebook. 
Website: www.bonsaisocietyqld.asn.au 
E-mail: mail@bonsaisocietyqld.asn.au 

Want to advertise? 

Let the secretary know via our email address that 
you want to advertise your business or bonsai 
related services. No charge. 
 
Send some script and a photo or two. 
 
This page of the newsletter is provided as a 
service to members. 

mailto:Mariehewartson@gmail.com
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.facebook.com%2Fprofile.php%3Fid%3D100084353229151&data=05|01|keith.ireland%40alsglobal.com|ffa563deab4f4b915e8a08da95df3a96|485ca04e6f7440509764cdb4bfa89c25|0|0|637987083274545132|Unknown|TWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D|3000|||&sdata=Rww2iDrTjruXBkQ4njm%2BBMl0pQYfDPUFWQcq8B2BcKI%3D&reserved=0
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.facebook.com%2Fprofile.php%3Fid%3D100084353229151&data=05|01|keith.ireland%40alsglobal.com|ffa563deab4f4b915e8a08da95df3a96|485ca04e6f7440509764cdb4bfa89c25|0|0|637987083274545132|Unknown|TWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D|3000|||&sdata=Rww2iDrTjruXBkQ4njm%2BBMl0pQYfDPUFWQcq8B2BcKI%3D&reserved=0
http://www.bonsai-stands-and-stones.com/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/524825391518170/?ref=share
https://www.facebook.com/groups/524825391518170/?ref=share
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1116802021996594/?ref=share
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1116802021996594/?ref=share
http://www.bonsaisocietyqld.asn.au/
mailto:mail@bonsaisocietyqld.asn.au

